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W&t Sultan g>alabm luttgfjts, tfte Unbeati, 
tn (iftent, jflanbersf at tfte opening of tW i&eto &ge 




H\)t Sultan H>alabto femgtts habe noto mabe their entry to the SiJest, anb lanbeb to 
#hent, JflanberS, from far to history burtog the crusabes. l^P are the "Mnbeab 
<©obS" among us, "^hofie Wii)o J|abe &tSen". Chep habe come to us toith a call to 
fUJorlb ©mtp, hrotherhoob to its true Sense, anb Serbice. Che? also bring to us the 
age-olb skills as telepathic interplay, first of all bettoeen the "Unbeab" anb 
ourselbes. #reat jUasters of SUiSbom, the? are toormng at the elimination of the 
non-essentials among the humans as religion tofnch serbes to separate thoughts of 
men anb bring about bibtSion on the physical plane, f^P are among us to lap the true 
emphasis upon the funbamentals of the Ageless SUiSbom, the manifestation of a true 
unberstanbtog, the bringing about of at-one-ment bulb the "higher ^>elf SSiithto", 
the recognition of those mho belong to the group of OTorlb ^abiours. ^abtog our 
planet is the totmebiate toorfe to be bone, anb this must engross our attention. Chis 
call to serbice usually meets butt) a response, but that response is coloureb bp the 
personality of the aspirant anb abept, altoaps ttoctureb bnth pribe anb ambition. 
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W$t jWagtc jWtrror, calling fortf) tfje ©nbeab 

S>alabm Slmgfjte 




The magick mirror or the black scrying mirror, is a powerful psychic tool. It can 
bring the user hidden knowledge and clairvoyant ability and can act as a portal 
to other planes of existence. Scrying can be defined as the art of gazing into or 
upon a crystal or dark mirror, allowing the physical eyes to relax and letting the 
inner psychic eyes begin to open and receive desired visions or information. 
Consider the reality of the Etheric(Akash) records, in which all ideas, actions, 
influences and vibrations are stored. The practiced scryer has the ability to 
"read" these records. Aztecs used a black transparent stone for scrying. In Vera 
Historical a big mirror is placed over a well for scrying. Magic Mirrors - They 
enabled, it was said, to see the present, the past and the future. They are of great 
variety, and of great antiquity. 
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"Then from his secret Art the Sage 
Vizier, 

A Magic Mirror made; a Mirror like 
The bosom of All-wise Intelligence, 

Reflecting in its mystic compass all 
Within the sevenfold volume of the 
World 

Invol'd; and looking in that Mirror's face 
The Shah beheld the face of his Desire." 

St. Augustine (in De Civitate Dei, Ch. VII, 35) says that they were used by the 
witches of Thessaly who wrote their oracles on them in human blood. 

Varron claims that they are of Persian origin, the Magi having used them for a 
method of divination called Catoptromancy. Spartianus says that Didius Julianus 
used them to know the result of the battle which Tullius Crispinius fought with 
Septimus Severus, his rival for the Throne. 

The persons who, in Rome, read these mirrors were called Specularii. 

In the East these instruments were called Stellar Mirrors. Pica della Mirandola 
had faith in them, provided they were made under a favorable constellation, and 
that they should only be consulted when one felt comfortably warm, for the cold 
harms the lucidity of their oracle. Reinaud speaks of them in his Description of 
the Blacas Cabinet. He adds that the operators perfume them, fast for seven days 
before using them, and recite sacramental prayers at the moment of consulting 
them. The Chinese and the Hindus made theirs of metal, concave or convex. 

Muratori tells us of a Bishop of Verona who was put to death because under his 
pillow a magic mirror was found bearing on the reverse the word flore which 
means flower, and proves collaboration with the devil, since, according to St. 
Cyprian, Satan sometimes appeared in the shape of a flower. A mirror of this 
kind was also found in the house of Calas de Rienzi. Catherine de Medici had 
one. 

The shape of these mirrors was, as we have said, very varied. Some bore the 
name of their inventor (Cagliostro, Swedenborg, etc.) More recently they have 
been used to fix the eye of clairvoyants or mediums so as to put them into a state 
of hypnosis. 
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Cahagnet, in his Magnetic Magic, quotes the principal mirrors as follows :- 

The Theurgic Mirror - a bottle of clear water looked at by a child and in which 
the Archangel Gabriel replies by pictures to his questions. 
The Mirror of the Sorcerers - any kind of mirror or pail of water. The country 
sorcerer, standing near the consultant, recites a spell and shows him the 
reflection of the picture wanted. 

The Mirror of Cagliostro - the bottle of clear water is on a piece of furniture, and 
before it a child, on whose head the operator places one hand and tells him the 
questions to ask, to which replies are given in allegorical pictures. 
The Mirror of du Polet - a piece of cardboard having pasted on one side a sheet 
of tin and on the other a piece of black cloth. The operator magnetizes it strongly 
and places it a foot away from the eye of the consultant who, having fixed his 
eyes on it, soon sees in it the desired object. 

The Swedenborgian Mirror - a paste of graphite mixed with olive oil is poured 
on an ordinary mirror and allowed to dry for a few days. The consultant, whose 
image must not be reflected (he stands at some distance for this reason) looks 
into it, whilst the operator stares magnetically at the back of his head, and vision 
takes place. 

The Magnetic Mirror - a round crystal globe filled with magnetized water at 
which the consultant looks carefully until the desired vision appears. 
The Narcotic Mirror - similar globe but a narcotic powder made of belladonna, 
henbane, mandragora, hemp, poppy, etc., is dissolved in the water. 
The Galvanic Mirror - it is made of two discs, one of copper and concave, the 
other of zinc and convex, both magnetized nine times in nine days. The center of 
the concave is looked at. 

Cabalistic Mirrors - there are seven, being seven globes each representing one of 
the seven planets of Astrology, made of the corresponding metal and consulted 
on the appropriate astrological day. They are:- 

The globe of the Sun, made of gold and consulted on Sundays as to superior 
beings and the great persons of the earth. 

The globe of Mercury, made of a glass globe filled with mercury and consulted 
on Wednesdays as to questions of money. 

The globe of Jupiter, made of tin and consulted on Thursdays as to the 
probability of success and as to the devotion of domestics. 
The globe of Mars, made of iron and consulted on Tuesdays as to quarrels, 
lawsuits, enmities. 
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The globe of Venus, made of copper and consulted on Fridays as to questions of 
love. 

The globe of Saturn, made of lead and consulted on Saturdays as to secrets, lost 
articles, etc. 

The globe of the Moon, made of silver and consulted on Mondays as to dreams 
and plans. 

Scrying (also called crystal gazing, crystal seeing, seeing, or peeping) is a magic 
practice that involves seeing things psychically in a medium, usually for 
purposes of obtaining spiritual visions and more rarely for purposes of 
divination or fortune-telling. The media used are most commonly reflective, 
translucent, or luminescent substances such as crystals, stones, glass, mirrors, 
water, fire, or smoke. Scrying has been used in many cultures as a means of 
divining the past, present, or future. Depending on the culture and practice, the 
visions that come when one stares into the media are thought to come from God, 
spirits, the psychic mind, the devil, or the subconscious. 

Although scrying is most commonly done with a crystal ball, it may also be 
performed using any smooth surface, such as a bowl of liquid, a pond, or a 
crystal. 

The visions that scryers say they see may come from variations in the medium. 
If the medium is water (hydromancy), then the visions may come from the color, 
ebb and flow, or ripples produced by pebbles dropped in a pool. If the medium 
is a crystal ball, the visions may come from the tiny inclusions, web-like faults, 
or the cloudy glow within the ball under low light (e.g. candlelight). 

One method of scrying using a crystal ball involves a self-induced trance. 
Initially, the medium serves as a focus for the attention, removing unwanted 
thoughts from the mind in the same way as a mantra. Once this stage is 
achieved, the scryer begins a free association with the perceived images 
suggested. The technique of deliberately looking for and declaring these initial 
images aloud, however trivial or irrelevant they may seem to the conscious 
mind, is done with the intent of deepening the trance state, wherein the scryer 
hears their own disassociated voice affirming what is seen within the 
concentrated state in a kind of feedback loop. This process culminates in the 
achievement of a final and desired end stage in which rich visual images and 
dramatic stories seem to be projected within the medium itself, or directly within 
the mind's eye of the scryer, like an inner movie. This overall process reputedly 
allows the scryer to "see" relevant events or images within the chosen medium. 

Joseph Smith, Jr., the founder of Mormonism and the Latter Day Saint 
movement, used magical stones (referred to in Mormonism as "seer stones") for 
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various purposes. Scrying through magical stones was a common practice in 
Smith's early 19th century New England, and was practiced by several respected 
leaders at the time. During his life he had at least three separate stones that were 
obtained through various means (one of which he recovered by looking into a 
neighbor's seer stone and seeing the location). These stones were initially used 
in various treasure digging endeavours. [1] Later, Smith used two stones called 
the Urim and Thummim, two clear stones in a bow that resembled spectacles, in 
his 1829 translation of the Book of Mormon from the Golden Plates (although 
much of the translation was actually done using one of the stones that he 
obtained earlier in life), [citation needed] 

Though Smith initially used his stones to see hidden things [2], their use later 
evolved into a revelatory catalyst. Smith and others claimed that God 
communicated to them through these stones. Two stones, believed to be Urim 
and Thummims but referred to as "interpreters" are mentioned in the Book of 
Mormon. Smith claimed to have discovered these ancient stones by aid of an 
angel along with the Golden Plates. 

Finally, above is my own magick mirror in my "Meditation Room" to call forth 
the Undead Gods, "Those Who Have Risen" and gone before us. They are 
archetypes of the Collective Consciousness. They come every time they are 
called forth, and disappear after. Also they may not be seen in the Magick 
Mirror, but felt around yourself in meditation or concentration towards the 
magick mirror, or come forth in the reality of your dreams. 

Some of the Signs that indicate the Presence of the Undead include: 

1. The feeling of moving air, as in a cool breeze (The Coming of the 
Minds). 

2. Tingling sensations in the fingertips and face in particular. 

3. Unusual pulling sensations at the solar plexus. 

4. Sudden upsurge of mixed emotions of joy, love, worship, fear, etc. 

5. Feeling of cobweb strands being laid over face or hands. 

6. Ringing in ears. 

7. Visual sense of the room filling with misty vapour. 

8. Sensations of being touched or stroked. 

9. Hearing one's name spoken aloud. 

10. Classic poltergeist effects (levitation of yourself or objects in the 
chamber). 
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11. Visually sighting the Undead present first in the mirror, then in the 
chamber. 

12. Dreams of flying, falling or travelling through tunnels after the ritual. 

13. Astral or psychic projection following ritual into the Presence of the 
Undead. 

How to make a magick mirror the traditional way! 
Step One 

Purchase a framed mirror, black glossy latex paint and a paintbrush from any 
department or craft store. The mirror can be any size and shape, oval or square, 
but a larger size is probably the best size to observe images. 

Step Two 

Wait for the night of the full moon to consecrate your mirror. Say a little prayer 
over the mirror. This can be either a traditional prayer, or some sort of an 
incantation imbuing your mirror with magical powers. 

Step Three 

Take the mirror out of the frame. 
Step Four 

Hold the mirror in your hands, close your eyes and imagine it filling with your 
energy. 

Step Five 

Lay the mirror down on a table and begin painting the reflective side with the 
paint brush. Use long, even strokes. Try not to leave too many visible brush 
strokes. As you paint the mirror, picture a sacred blue light flowing through your 
paintbrush, to the mirror. Imagine your energy radiating toward, and into, the 
mirror as you paint. 

Step Six 

Let the first coat of paint dry. After it is dry, apply another coat (using the same 
visualization technique) and let it dry. You may have to apply as many as three 
coats before the finish is opaque enough, but always let the paint dry between 
coats. 
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Step Seven 



Put the mirror back in its frame. Your black mirror is now ready to be used for 
visions. 

Scrying 

Sit quietly. Candlelight works best, but is not necessary. Gaze at the surface of 
the shadowed hole. Try to empty your mind and wait for images to form. 
When something pops into your mind, make note of it, and then let it go. I like 
to write what I see in a notebook, but that does break your concentration 
momentarily. You can also just say it out loud, or silently. Verbalizing seems to 
help the process. 

You may find odd words or phrases popping into your mind as well as images. I 
often write those in the notebook as well, though paying too much attention to 
them seems to get in the way of the images. Again, it's important to let them go 
once you've acknowledged them. This clears the way for new images or words. 
Mirror scrying is an evolved form of water scrying. When it became possible to 
build mirrors they were regarded as being like water that was fixed into one 
place. The early mirrors were made of polished copper, brass, marcasite, tin foil 
or mercury behind glass, polished silver and obsidian. All types of mirrors may 
be used for scrying and the size is not important. Because mirrors are linked to 
the moon mirrors should be backed with silver. Try and use a round or oval 
mirror instead of a square mirror. For the frame try and use a mirror that has a 
silver frame. Old mirrors also seem to work better than new mirrors. 
Most seers prefer to use a black mirror. Because this is difficult to buy you may 
have to make one. Just simply take out the glass and paint it black. You may 
have to give it a few coats of paint though. When you put it back in the frame 
make sure the glass part is to the front. 

The use of black or magick mirrors may be traced back over the centuries. John 
Dee used a black mirror of obsidian. When using the black mirror for scrying 
you do not want to see your reflexion. The best is to leave the mirror on a table 
and look at it from an angle. 

Look into the depths of the mirror as though you were looking into a bowl of 
water. At first it may appear grey than colours will come and go. With time and 
practise you will be able to see scried images like still photographs or moving 
film images. Spirits may sometimes look at the scryer, talk to the scryer or even 
touch the scryer. The visions may even exist outside the mirror and surround the 
scryer on all sides or as described above indicating the presence of the undead. 
The techniques of meditation and concentration on the magick mirror will lead 
you in the reality of the dream world during sleep. Even during sleep as psychic 
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or astral being you live, move and have your being. You have a physical body, 
but you are not the instrumental body, you are a psychic or astral being in the 
spaceless and the timeless. You are also spaceless and timeless, in the eternal 
here now as psychic being. 

© January 2014 - Philippe L. De Coster, Filcosart, Ghent, Belgium. 
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Sultan Saladin's Knights in Flanders 

{History, Psychology and Fiction) 



Sultan Saladin was a great Muslim leader. His real name was Salah al-Din 
Yusuf. He united and lead the Muslim world and in 1187, he recaptured 
Jerusalem for the Muslims after defeating the King of Jerusalem at the Battle of 
Hattin near the Lake of Galilee. When his soldiers entered the city of Jerusalem, 
they were not allowed to kill civilians, rob people or damage the city. The more 
successful Saladin was, the more he was seen by the Muslims as being their 
natural leader. 

The Christians of Western Europe were stunned by the success of Saladin. The 
pope, Gregory VIII, ordered another crusade immediately to regain the Holy 
City for the Christians. This was the start of the Third Crusade. It was led by 
Richard I (Richard the Lionheart), Emperor Frederick Barbarossa of Germany 
and King Philip II of France. These were possibly the three most important men 
in western Europe - such was the importance of this crusade. It was to last from 
1189 to 1192. 

Frederick was drowned on his march across Europe. He was 70 years of age and 
his death shocked his army and only a small part of it continued to the Middle 
East. 

Richard, Philip and their men travelled by boat. They stopped their journey in 
modern day Sicily. In March 1191, Philip then sailed to the port of Acre which 
was controlled by the Muslims. This was an important port to capture for the 
Christians as it would allow them to easily land their ships and it was also the 
nearest big port to Jerusalem. Acre was besieged. Philip's men were joined by 
Richard's. 

He had captured Cyprus first before moving on to Acre. The port could not cope 
against such a force and in July 1191, it fell to the Christians. However, the 
siege had had its impact on Philip - he was exhausted and left for France. 
Richard was left by himself. While in control of Acre, the Christians massacred 
2000 Muslim soldiers who they had captured. Saladin had agreed to pay a 
ransom for them but somehow there was a breakdown in the process of 
payment and Richard ordered their execution. 

Richard was determined to get to Jerusalem and he was prepared to take on 
Saladin. The march south to Jerusalem was very difficult. The Crusaders kept as 
near to the coast as possible to allow ships to supply them. It was also slightly 
cooler with a coastal breeze. Regardless of this, the Christians suffered badly 
from the heat and lack of fresh water. At night when the Crusaders tried to rest, 
they were plagued by tarantulas. Their bites were poisonous and very painful. 
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Both sides fought at the Battle of Arsur in September 1191. Richard won but he 
delayed his attack on Jerusalem as he knew that his army needed to rest. He 
spent the winter of 1191 to 1192 in Jaffa where his army regained its strength. 
Richard marched on Jerusalem in June 1 192. 

However, by now even Richard the Lionheart was suffering. He had a fever and 
appealed to his enemy Saladin to send him fresh water and fresh fruit. Saladin 
did just this - sending frozen snow to the Crusaders to be used as water and fresh 
fruit. Why would Saladin do this? 

There are two reasons. First, Saladin was a strict Muslim. One of the main 
beliefs of Islam is that Muslims should help those in need. Secondly, Saladin 
could send his men into Richard's camp with the supplies and spy on what he 
had in terms of soldiers, equipment etc. 

What they found was that Richard only had 2,000 fit soldiers and 50 fit knights 
to use in battle. With such a small force, Richard could not hope to take 
Jerusalem even though he got near enough to see the Holy City. Richard 
organized a truce with Saladin - pilgrims from the west would once again be 
allowed to visit Jerusalem without being troubled by the Muslims. Neither 
Richard or Saladin particularly liked the truce but both sides were worn out and 
in October 1192, Richard sailed for western Europe never to return to the Holy 
Land. 

However, for Richard the adventure was not over. On his journey back to 
England, his ship got wrecked in a storm. He found that he had to travel through 
Austria. This country was owned by a sworn enemy of Richard - Duke Leopold 
of Austria. Leopold had originally been a leading member of the Third Crusade 
but he had been ridiculed by Richard who did nothing to stop his men making 
fun out of Leopold. They called him "the sponge" because he drank so much and 
was drunk too often ! Leopold had lost a lot of prestige and now he had a chance 
to avenge himself. Richard was betrayed to Leopold who held him captive for 
two years until a ransom was paid for him. Richard arrived home in 1 194. 

Richard was known as the "Lionheart" by his people. Even the Muslims praised 
him. The Muslim writer Baha wrote about Richard while the Third Crusade was 
going on: 

" a very powerful man of great courage a king of wisdom, courage 

and energy brave and clever." 

Today, the Sultan Saladin Knights, the Undead, are in Flanders, among us like 
Gods. They are present where there is a need, and can be called forth at any 
time. They contribute to our way of life in this New Age of Aquarius. Together 
with men and women of "Goodwill", they are serving humanity. They know as 
we do, that rendering service is of more value that the service that can be 
rendered to us. Our present world offers opportunity to all of us, seen or unseen 
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like the "Undead Knights", to become world servants, close to Sultan Saladin's 
heart, and to pass very quickly through the earlier stages of discipleship which in 
2014 we are still in. On the understanding response of the collective and 
humanitarian need will depend the rapidity with which one will be enabled to 
achieve the next expansion of consciousness or initiation which may be, for us 
all as individuals, possible. Let us consider our individual responses to the 
demands of our own "Inner Higher Selves" (souls) and to the collective 
response to the collective need. 

This is firstly achieved through the science of meditation, which is in no way in 
the first place religious. Secondly, through the science of bridging which must 
take place between the higher and the lower mind. Thirdly, through the science 
of service, which is a definite technique of oneness. The law of service is 
something that we cannot escape. 

World Citizens together with the Undead Saladin Knights 

For all of us, it is the bridging work which now has to be achieved, bridging 
between what is today and what can be in the future. If during the coming years, 
we develop this technique of bridging the many cleavages found in the human 
family and in offsetting all racial hatreds and the separative attitudes of nations 
and all kind of people, we shall have succeeded in constructing a world in which 
war will be impossible and humanity will be realising itself as one family and 
not as a fighting aggregate of many nations and peoples, competitively engaged 
in getting the best of each other and successfully fostering prejudices and hatred. 

Ghent (Flanders) and Its History 

A walking trip through the city of Ghent will make clear that this city was a 
powerful centre of trade and commerce. The citizens of the medieval city 
certainly did their best to turn Ghent into a rich showcase of beautiful civil 
gothic buildings. The buildings and monuments listed on the left side of the page 
can all be seen and visited during a walking tour through the historic centre. 

Flanders no longer exists as a country, now the north-eastern part of Dutch 
speaking Belgium. It's medieval capital of Ghent was once the largest city in 
Europe after Paris, built by the wool trade and evidenced by its many grand 
medieval structures divided by the River Lys which flows through its old center. 
In 1 180, after his travels on the First Crusade, Count Philip of Alsace returned to 
the lowlands of Flanders and found himself at the point of war with Picardy in 
northern France. He built a stone fortress on the site of an earlier wooden 
defence at the edge of the river in the heart of Ghent, based on the ideas of the 
castles he had seen of his fellow crusaders. Philip died in Jerusalem on the 
Second Crusade, but for the next 300 years the successive Counts of Flanders 
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based themselves in the strong walls of Gravensteen, which in Dutch literally 
means the Count's Castle. 

Flanders, England and the Great Schism 

On the 20 September 1378 the College of Cardinals came to the conclusion that 
their decision to elect Bartolomeo Prignano as Pope Urban VI taken but five 
months previously was in fact invalid as it had been unduly influenced by the 
calls of the Roman mob to elect an Italian to the post. The assembled cardinals 
accordingly chose the Frenchman Robert of Geneva as Pope Clement VII in his 
place. 

However Urban VI refused to recognise his demotion and thus Christendom had 
two popes and what became known as the Great Schism. The one Clement VII 
supported by France and its allies Castile and Scotland the other Urban VI 
supported by most everybody else. In Flanders this schism highlighted the 
internal divisions within the region between the Francophile nobility who 
supported Clement VII and the Anglophile inhabitants of the major commercial 
towns such as Bruges and Ghent who where Urbanists by conviction. 

Flanders was the subject of a power struggle between the towns and Louis of 
Male, Count of Flanders and faced with an open rebellion led by the citizens of 
Ghent the Count requested assistance from the French. Therefore in the autumn 
1382, Charles VI of France came with an army, and defeated and killed the 
Gentois leader Philip Van Artevelde at the battle of Roosebecque. This French 
success was a source of discomfort to both Pope Urban and to the English in 
particular as French influence in Flanders threatened the important trade links 
between the two countries. 

Pope Urban's Crusade 

Pope Urban VI therefore conceived of the idea of launching a crusade against 
the French, with the goal of freeing Flanders from French control and allowing 
the Flemish to return to their allegiance to Rome. Hence Urban issued a series of 
papal bulls to promote such a crusade, and in particular to encourage England, 
as the natural enemy of France to participate. 

By one such bull Pope Urban "granted to the king and to his uncles a plain dime 
to be taken and levied throughout all England, so that Sir Henry Spenser, bishop 
of Norwich, should be chief captain of all the men of war" with the instruction 
"to make war against all those that held with pope Clement." By another he 
authorised the bishop to sell indulgences to raise further cash to fund the 
crusade. As one source noted "the bishop had wonderful indulgences ... granted 
to him for the said crusade by Pope Urban VI" which enabled the bishop to 
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promise absolution for "both the living and the dead on whose behalf a sufficient 
contribution was made" . 

The choice of Henry Despenser or 'Henry Spenser' as he is sometimes known, 
was no accident as Henry, a grandson of the younger Hugh Despenser who had 
been the favourite of Edward II, was very much a fighting bishop. In truth he 
was really a soldier who had fought for the papacy in Italy and received as his 
reward the appointment to the see of Norwich. During the Peasants' Revolt it is 
said that he had "reduced his diocese to peace ...by remorseless executions" and 
later promised to burn as a heretic any of the followers of John Wyclif who 
came to preach in his diocese. Just the sort of bishop best suited to lead a 
military crusade against the pope's enemies. 

Both Parliament and king Richard II were enthusiastic about this crusade; not 
only was it being directed against the hated French but it was being entirely 
financed by the tax on the church and the sale of indulgences. Richard II 
therefore gave his blessing to the planned expedition, his only stipulation being 
that the crusaders should await the arrival of William Beauchamp before 
launching offensive operations against the French and their allies. So Henry 
Despenser sailed from Dover with a force of some 2,000 men and arrived at 
Calais on the 23rd April 1383 where they arranged lodgings pending the arrival 
of William Beauchamp. (Who was Captain of Calais and brother of Thomas 
Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick and otherwise engaged on the Scottish border at 
the time.) 

The Bishop of Norwich's Crusade 

Having promised Richard II that the expedition would await the arrival of the 
William Beauchamp, Henry Despenser and his followers were left at somewhat 
of a loose end until he turned up. By the 4th May there was still no sign of him 
and no indications that the gentleman was on his way, and so the bishop decided 
that in the meantime it would be an idea to take advantage of the situation and 
attack some of the towns in the vicinity. A knight by the name of Hugh 
Calverley made an attempt to persuade the bishop otherwise, arguing that they 
had come to fight France, not ravage the Flemish, but to no avail. 

Henry Despenser therefore led an assault on the nearby port of Gravelines. Now 
with around 3,000 armed men at his disposal he succeeded in taking the town 
with little difficulty. Flushed with success after the capture of Gravelines and 
with his forces boosted by an alliance with Ghent the bishop went on to capture 
"Bourbourg, with its castle, Bergues, Dunkirk, the castle ofDringham, the castle 
of Cassell Nieuport, Diksmuide, Poperinge, the fortified church of St George at 
Veurne, and many other places unfortified" . Unfortunately, as is so often the 
case in warfare, it was the local inhabitants who suffered the most in this 
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campaign, and suffer they did as "this army of the Pope, headed by a Christian 
bishop, in a war so-called religious, surpassed the ordinary inhumanity of the 
times. Men, women, and children were hewn to pieces in one vast massacre". 

Battle of Dunkirk 

The Count of Flanders was naturally much annoyed at the thought of his lands 
being ravaged by an English army and gathered together a large force of 
Flemings and Frenchmen and marched on Dunkirk where the Bishop of 
Norwich and his men were taking a well earned rest after their most recent bout 
of pillaging. On the 25th May this Franco-Flemish army, numbering some 
28,000 appeared near Dunkirk. But despite their overwhelming superiority in 
numbers they were soon put to flight by Henry Despenser and his allies who 
took many prisoners and killed some 3,000. 

Having defeated this Franco-Flemish army the Gantois then urged Despenser to 
continue with his campaign of conquest by directing his forces against the town 
of Ypres. So the bishop now laid siege to Ypres, and made the necessary 
preparations to capture the town. He constructed "a great siege tower with a 
trebuchet" together with "a heavy gun called the Canterbury gun" which was 
directed "against a tower by one of the gates" in an effort to breach the defences, 
but without success. After eight weeks of effort Despenser suddenly decided to 
abandon the siege and withdraw to Dunkirk, leaving his Gentois allies to 
continue the siege on their own. 

The reason for this sudden decision soon became apparent as the word spread 
that Charles VI himself was on his way with "an untold host under arms" . The 
Bishop of Norwich tried to persuade his men that they should harass the French 
king's army by night raids, but found little enthusiasm for the idea so they all 
pulled back to Gravelines and awaited events. 

Sir Thomas Trivet and the surrender of Bourbourg 

Thomas Trivet and others were holed up in the town of Bourbourg, whose 
fortifications he had strengthened by the construction of a fence and ditch. The 
French soon appeared and set fire to the town but failed to breach the defences. 
The next day the French invited the defenders to surrender. The offer was 
haughtily declined by Thomas Trivet but nonetheless negotiations began with 
the Duke of Brittany (who was also the Earl of Richmond at the time) acting as 
intermediary. The English eventually agreed to surrender the town on the 
condition that would be allowed to "leave unharmed with their horses and arms, 
and other possessions" . 
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The Chronicle of Henry Knighton present this as an honourable withdrawal 
since the English were outnumbered by the French and "they could not 
reasonably expect to beat off or withstand such numbers". Other sources 
however reveal that Thomas and the other English commanders were paid a sum 
not unadjacent to 28,000 francs by the French and were indeed "lured by bribes 
into surrendering the town to the king of France, taking an oath that they would 
not bear arms against him until after their actual arrival in England." 

This left the good bishop and his men somewhat isolated at Gravelines. Faced 
with the surrender of Bourbourg, they too came to an agreement with the 
French, by which they were given safe conduct to return to England. And return 
they did leaving the French as effective masters of Flanders for the time being. 

After the Crusade 

By the end of September 1383 all the crusaders were back in England and to put 
it mildly Richard II was livid. Not only had the crusade entirely failed to engage 
the French in battle it had degenerated into a frenzy of looting and pillaging 
directed against the Flemish and had resulted in the strengthening of French 
control of Flanders. Not all of this was the fault of the Bishop of Norwich, as 
once it became apparent that there was easy money to be had, his crusade had 
become a magnet for "countless persons with neither horses nor weapons who, 
on learning of the great execution recently done in those parts, had flocked to 
the bishop, the more eagerly because their motive was profit" 

Nevertheless Henry Despenser took much of the blame and the king ordered the 
temporalities of the see of Norwich to be seized whilst Thomas Trivet and others 
were arrested and charged with treason. Arraigned before Parliament on the 26th 
October 1383, the Bishop Despenser blamed his captains for not following 
orders, they in turn threw themselves on the king's mercy. In the end the king 
calmed down, the Bishop got his lands back and the likes of Thomas Trivet were 
let off with the payment of a 1,400 mark fine. 

Meanwhile Charles VI made steady progress in Flanders. He gained control of 
Damme and executed its leading citizens and the remaining Flemish towns soon 
surrendered with the notable exception of Ghent. There the citizens appealed to 
England for help, and Parliament responded by raising the sum of 6,000 marks 
to pay for a small force of men-at-arms and archers to help them resist the 
French king. But the Lord Chancellor Michael de la Pole held on to the money 
until the Gantois were forced to surrender on terms to the French. 
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Archeological Research in the city of Ghent 

Archaeological research has proven that the earliest signs of human settlement 
in the Ghent area date back to prehistoric times. However, it was only during the 
Roman Empire period that a community of nobility began to grow between the 
two rivers "Schelde and Leie". 

In the Middle Ages, the Abbey of Saint Peter (later the Abbey of Saint Bavo) 
was founded and a 'portus' created for commercial activity (It is thought that the 
Flemish name 'Gent' derives from the Celtic "Ganda, or in Latin "Gandae" 
meaning 'confluence'). 

In the 11th and 12th centuries, Ghent became an important trade centre because 
of the local production of textiles, made from imported English wool. It was at 
this time that the city's impressive stone Castle of the Counts (or Gravensteen) 
was built. 

In 1500, it was in Ghent that Charles V, destined to become one of Europe's 
great rulers, and as such it was born. But although a native of the city, Charles V 
was not popular in his home town - in 1540 he punished the city severely when 
its citizens refused to pay more war taxes. Ghent history took a turn for the 
worse under the rule of Philip II of Spain (Charles V's son). Like most other 
cities in the Netherlands, Ghent suffered from the continuous religious troubles 
between Protestants and Catholics. 

By the late 15th century, the textile trade had begun to wane, though Ghent 
remained prosperous by shifting its economy to the shipping trade along the 
Schelde and the Leie rivers. In the latter part of the century, however, the 
closing of the Schelde in the town of Ghent brought with it commercial decline, 
a decline not to be reversed until the revival of the textile factories during the 
industrial boom of the 19th century. 

It was not until the late 18th and early 19th century, when the city became a part 
of the French Empire, that peace and prosperity were restored to Ghent. From 
1800, new factories were constructed such as sugar refineries and cotton mills. 
The plans for a cotton mill were smuggled out of England by Lieven Bauwens, 
and Ghent soon became the Manchester of the Continent. 

The city continued to grow as an industrial centre throughout the 19th century, 
and the number of inhabitants tripled. The miserable working and living 
conditions of the working-class resulted in the creation of the first Belgian trade 
union in Ghent. Today, Ghent, which is the capital of the province of East- 
Flanders, has a population of about 250,000 inhabitants. 
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Ghent may well be the most beautiful city in Belgium and the SAINT BAVO 
may be the most awesome cathedral in the country. It was named after Saint 
Bavo, a 7th century local nobleman who became a saint after he had given away 
his possessions to the poor and entered the monastery. The cathedral with its 
mighty uprising tower is perhaps the most visible sign of the pride of the citizens 
of Ghent. 

Its origins 

Around 1100 Ghent had become one of the most important and well-known 
cities north of the Alps. This was partially due to the Flemish cloth trade. A city 
like that needed, of course, a church that reflected the status of wealth and 
importance. At the site of the present cathedral a wooden church founded in 942 
and dedicated to Saint John must have stood. This first church was replaced in 
1038 with a church in Romanesque style, about which little is known. A part of 
it has been preserved in the early medieval crypt which is situated under the 
present gothic choir. 

Its construction of the gothic religious building 

The Romanesque church had become to small and started to deteriorate by the 
end of the 13th century. It was then decided to construct a beautiful gothic 
construction above the old Saint John's church. First, a gothic choir was built 
above the old choir. The new choir was consecrated in 1353. The chapels around 
the choir were finished by the beginning of the 15th century. The tower was 
built from 1462 until 1538. The construction of the aisles and the nave started in 
1533. Finally, on June 7th 1569 the construction was finished and the new 
gothic cathedral of Saint Bavo was consecrated. In 1540 the old Saint Bavo 
abbey had been closed by order of emperor Charles V. Therefore, the canons of 
this abbey moved to the Saint John's church which was then renamed Saint Bavo 
Church. In 1561 the diocese of Ghent had been founded, which changed the 
status of the church to the status of cathedral (seat of the bishop of Gent). 

Nothing, however, matches the beauty of the most important work of art in 
Belgium that can be seen in the Saint Bavo cathedral: the famous 'Adoration of 
the mystic lamb', a polypthic painted by Jan and Hubert Van Eyck in 1432 for 
the chapel ofJoost Vijd. T 

Its decoration 

On the inside the cathedral is very impressive with its 33 meter high roof 
constructed with bricks. During the Iconoclasm in 1566 a large part of the gothic 
decoration was destroyed a later replaced with renaissance and baroque art. A 
lot of rich citizens and bishops contributed to the art collection with donations 
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and beautifully decorated tombs. Among the most beautiful and important works 
of art are : the baroque pulpit (sculpted in 1745 by Laurent Delvaux), the 
tombstone of Bishop Triest, the painting of 'Saint Bavo entering the monastery', 
painted by Rubens. The crypt under the choir also harbors a fantastic collection 
of paintings and church utensils that belong to the church treasures. 



The GRAVENSTEEN is the Dutch name for the "castle of the count". 




The counts of Flanders had castles built in the principal cities of the county. 
Because they had to maintain law and order, they continuously had to move 
from one city to the other. Therefore, they disposed of a castle in most cities 
where they wanted to stay for a few months. The castle of Ghent is the only one 
which survived the centuries more or less intact. 

Archeological excavations have proved that three fortified castles constructed in 
wood must have stood on the site of today's Gravensteen. Already around the 
year 1000 the first stone castle must have been erected here. Parts of this, such 
as the chimney and the fireplace, can still be found in the walls of the lower 
floors of the main tower. 

The Gravensteen, like we know it today, has been constructed by Fillips of 
Alsasse who was count of Flanders between 1 157 and 1 191. He took part in one 
of the crusades and died during the siege of Akko in the Holy Land. The 
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opening in the form of a cross, right above the main entrance gate, proves that 
he already had taken part in a crusade when the Castle was built around 1177- 
1178. The Gravensteen functioned as the centre of the Count's power during the 
early Middle- Ages. This is somewhat symbolized by the main keep or 'donjon' 
(tower) from where one can have a panoramic view over the city. Next to the 
castle lies the Veerleplein (Veerle square), the place where public executions 
took place. The Gravensteen has been used in later times for different purposes. 
After the counts moved to more comfortable mansions in the later centuries, it 
was used as the Mint and later as the main prison of Gent. In the nineteenth 
century a cotton plant was installed here. In the inner court little houses where 
built for the textile workers of the plant. 

Today, the Gravensteen has been beautifully restored. It is still partially 
surrounded by the medieval moat. It can be visited all through the year. Inside of 
the rooms is a museum about the history of prison life and organization, with a 
very instructive (?) collection of medieval torture instruments. 

Saint Nicholas Church 
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Right in the heart of Ghent stands the Saint Nicholas church, one of the oldest 
churches of the city. An older version stood here until the 12th century until it 
burned down in 1120 and 1176. Because of their growing wealth the citizens of 
Ghent were able to construct a new and much bigger church. The present-day 
version was finished between 1220 and 1250. 

The style of Saint Nicholas is the so-called 'Scheldt Gothic Style'. It differs from 
the later Brabantine Gothic Style because of the use of the blue-gray stone from 
the Tournai area. The city of Tournai with its stone quarries in southern Belgium 
lies at the river Scheldt. During the Middle -Ages stone from Tournai could be 
transported with ships to other cities at the river, such as Ghent. Also very 
typical for this style is that the main tower stands above the crossing of the 
church, instead of above the western entrance, the latter being more typical for 
the Brabantine Gothic Style. 

The church belonged to the powerful traders of Ghent, who did their business in 
the nearby harbor. Saint Nicholas is also the patron saint of the traders. In the 
14th century the church had to be enlarged to prevent the tower from collapsing. 
The tower was used as belfry or watchtower until the construction of the real 
belfry was finished. 

The church did not survive the centuries without damages. In 1566, during the 
Iconoclasm, a group of Protestants destroyed all the gothic decorations because 
they no longer believed in worshipping statues and paintings. Numerous 
churches in the Low Countries underwent the same fate. During the French 
Revolution, when the country was attacked by the French revolutionary army, 
the Saint Nicholas church was degraded and used as a horses stable. After many 
discussions the restoration of the church was started in the 19th century. The 
building looked like a ruin and nobody was sure what the church originally had 
looked like. This reconstruction still continues today. In the meantime, the Saint 
Nicholas church can again be counted to the most impressive monuments of 
Gent. 

The Belfry Tower 

A Belfry tower is perhaps the most typical building in medieval Flemish cities. It 
represents the power of the cities and functioned as treasury and watch tower. 
In the early Middle-Ages most cities were granted a set of privileges from the 
count or the duke. These rulers were often forced to give the expanding cities 
certain rights and privileges, such as the right to organize a yearly market, or 
the staple right for certain products or animals. In return, the counts received 
money or soldiers for their never ending battles and wars to expand their 
territories. 
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The privileges were written on documents and were read to each new count or 
duke who took over power after the death or demise of the previous one. 
Therefore, the documents had to be preserved very well. This was done in the 
treasury rooms of the belfry towers. At the same time, the towers were used as 
the command headquarters of the city's militia, and as watch towers to overlook 
the city. In case of fire or attacks from a foreign army the population was 
warned with bells. 




The Belfry tower of Ghent is perhaps one of the most impressive ones in 
Flanders. It dominates, together with the St-Nicholas tower and the cathedral 
tower the medieval center of the city. The architects were Jan van Aelst and 
Filips van Beergine. The tower was completed in 1338, when the bells were 
rung for the English king Edward II. At the top corners of the towers a stone 
soldier on watch was placed. The only remaining original stone soldier was 
placed in the treasury room in 1870 to preserve the sculpture from further 
withering. Copies now adorn the four corners of the tower. The 'secret', or 
treasury room, was protected by two large doors, each with three locks. The 
keys of these locks were in the hands of the different guilds of Ghent. Therefore, 
the 'secret' could only be opened in the presence of the main representatives of 
these powerful leaders of the economic life of the city. In Ghent, there were 
always four soldiers on guard on top of the tower. Every hour, they had to blow 
their horns as a sign that the city was still being guarded. 
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The Carillon (or set of Bells) is part of the Flemish tradition of bell music. The 
most famous of all Flemish bells, the 'Roeland' bell, used to hang in the Belfry. 
Later, other and smaller bells were hung in the tower. In 1914, one of the bells 
was electrically tested, with a burst as a result. This bell, the 'Triomfant', can 
now be seen on the square next to the tower. The tower is also crowned with a 
guilded dragon, which was cast in Ghent in 1377. 

The Graslei and the Koornlei 




When visiting Ghent, one should always go to this beautiful area of the city: the 
Graslei and the Koornlei. These are the names of two streets which lie along the 
banks of the old harbor of Ghent, right in the middle of the city. Graslei means 
'street of the herbs and vegetables'. Koornlei stands for 'street of the wheat'. Both 
names indicate that these specific products where traded or stocked in that area. 



The 'SPIJKER' is the oldest house at the Graslei. It dates from the end of the 
12th, beginning of the 13th century. In this house, the wheat that ships 
transported via Ghent had to be stocked for two or three weeks. This was due to 
the fact that Gent had received the privilege to stock grain and wheat in the 
SPIJKER to have reserves in times of famine. 

The guild house of the 'FREE SAILORS'. This is perhaps the most beautiful 
house. The original house was built in 1355 but later rebuilt after it was sold to 
the guild of sailors in 1530. It boasts a beautiful late-gothic facade. The guild of 
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sailors was one of the most powerful guilds because they had the privilege for 
ship transportation through the harbor of Ghent. 

On the left side of the Spijker stands the first 'GRAIN COUNTERS HOUSE' 
and next to it the 'ANGEL' with its beautiful renaissance facade. 

This group of houses reflects the wealth and power of the medieval guilds. Even 
after the decay of the Flemish trade, they were still rich enough to change their 
original wooden houses into splendid stone mansions. One of the few remaining 
wooden facades can still be seen from the bridge of the Gravensteen, the castle 
of the count of Flanders. 



The Friday Market 




Numerous times in the past the fate of Ghent has been decided upon on this 
beautiful market square. It is called the 'Friday Market' (or Vrijdagmarkt in 
Dutch) for the simple reason that on Fridays a market takes place here. The 
market has been witness to numerous celebrations as well as battles. Everything 
that happened here was related to the activities of the corporations of which the 
weavers and the traders were the most powerful. During the Middle -Ages the 
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fate of Ghent largely depended on the wool trade and industry. When the wool 
industry flourished, so did the rest of the city. 

It was here that king Edward II of England was proclaimed king of France in 
1340 by the guilds under the command of Jacob Van Artevelde whose statue 
now occupies a central spot on the market. This proclamation was an attempt of 
Ghent to preserve the close trade relations with England, because for the wool 
production they depended heavily on the import of the raw material from across 
the channel. It gave the citizens of Ghent a reason to rebel against the king of 
France, from whom the fiefdom of Flanders actually depended. This revolution 
was led by Jacob Van Artevelde, who then became a 'national' hero of Gent. 
However, not for long : he was murdered a few years later by the same citizens 
whose interests he had tried to protect. 

Nowadays, the Friday Market offers the visitor a beautiful panorama of old 
medieval houses. The most remarkable building is the 'Toreken' (or: little 
tower), a building from the 15th century. From the little tower most of the new 
trade regulations were read aloud to everyone present on the square. 
In the left corner stands a building in a completely different style: the house of 
the socialist trade union, built around the beginning of the 20th century in Art 
Nouveau style. 

Geeraard de Duivel Steen (Castle of Geerard the Devil) 




Behind the Saint Bavo Cathedral one can see the 'Geeraard de Duivel Steen', or 
the castle of Gerald the Devil. This little castle was one of the first houses to be 
build in stone. According to a long-living legend, a man lived here who was 
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called Gerald. He was nicknamed 'the devil' because he married five times. Each 
time, however, he killed his wife to marry another one. Hence, the devil !. It is 
now used by the city administration of Ghent for storage of the archives. 

The Cloth Hall 




Against the belfry tower stands the cloth hall of Ghent,built between 1425 and 
1445. Everything in relation to the cloth trade, the main industry of Ghent, 
happened here. Sales contracts were signed here, the products were weighed 
here, etc. 

The Fish Market 

This beautiful building with its baroque facade from 1689 stands near to the old 
Gravensteen on the Saint Veerle square. On top of the facade thrones a statue of 
Neptune, king of the seas. The other two statues represent the two rivers that 
flow through Ghent, the Schelde river and the Leie rivers. 

The Meat Hall 




27 



Near the Gravensteen stands the impressive meat hall, built between 1407 and 
1419. The gothic building with its large step gable facade was used in the 15th 
and 16th centuries as the central hall where the butchers of Ghent could sell their 
meat. It is now a cafe/restaurant with a very appropriate ceiling decoration. 

The Dulle Griet 

DULLE GRIET is the name of a large medieval canon-gun In the area of the 
'Vrijdagmarkt' (Friday's market). It dates from the 15th century. On the chamber 
of the gun are the arms of the House of Burgundy, a Saint Andrew's cross and 
the weapons of the Order of the Golden Fleece. The gun measures 5,025 m and 
weighs 16.400 Kg. It was capable of firing cannonballs of 340 Kg. In 1578 it 
was brought by ship over the river Scheldt from the town of Oudenaarde to 
Ghent. 




Right in the centre of town lies the Saint Michael's bridge. This is THE spot to 
admire the architectural wealth of Ghent. On the right side stands the medieval 
St.Michael's church. From here you also have the best view over the famous 
'panorama of the three towers'. On the left side lie the 'Graslei' and 'Koornlei', 
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two streets alongside the Leie river. Some of the most beautiful medieval houses 
in Belgium can be spotted from here. On the corner of the bridge all attention is 
drawn to the Post-Office of Ghent. The neo-gothic building was only 
constructed at the beginning of the 20th century, but the style does not clash 
with the existing beauties of the city. This building will probably become a 
shopping centre in the near future. 



The Hospice the Children Alijns 
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The museum of folklore is housed in the 'Kinderen Alijns Godshuis' (the 
hospice of the Alijns children). A remarkable story is at the origin of this 
building. A never-ending (political ?) feud between the two rival families ALIJN 
en RUM in the 14th century Ghent, resulted in the murder of two children of the 
Alijn family. The murderers, two members of the Rijm family, escaped but 
returned later to Gent. In 1362 the murderers were granted mercy but had to pay 
for their evil deed by financing the construction of a 'God's house', a charity 
institution or hospice where old and needy women could spend the last years of 
their life. The God's house was called the 'Children Alijns God's house' in 
memory of the killed children. The God's house was renovated and enlarged in 
the 16th century. In 1883 it was degraded to a living area for textile laborers, 
which fastened the decay of the houses. The city of Ghent bought the God's 
house in 1941 and after a thorough renovation the Museum of Folklore was 
brought here in 1962. 
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Patershol 




Near the Gravensteen lies the 'Patershol'. This network of little medieval streets 
stretches out over a surface of about 4,5 ha. In the Middle- Ages the Patershol 
was the town-quarter of the trades and handicrafts. In the 17th and 18th century 
the law court was placed in the Gravensteen ('Count's castle') and therefore 
magistrates settled in the houses of the Patershol. In the 19th Century the 
Count's castle was turned into a cotton factory. The magistrates left and their 
houses were taken over by the textile workers. When the industry left the center 
of Gent, the Patershol became the quarter of the lower classes, inns and brothels. 
After the Second World War the entire "patershol" was renovated (old houses 
were demolished, new ones were built). Especially since 1980, the Patershol is 
famous for its many trendy restaurants. 

The Treaty of Ghent 
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On December 24, 1814, The Treaty of Ghent was signed by British and 
American representatives at Ghent, Belgium, ending the War of 1812. By terms 
of the treaty, all conquered territory was to be returned, and commissions were 
planned to settle the boundary of the United States and Canada. 





Plaquette at the building in the Veldstraat, Ghent. This where the American 
plenipotentiaries stayed and one of the locations where the treaty was 
negotiated. It was located at the retail "Esprit" store on Veldstraat 47. 

United States War of 1812 

In June 1812, the United States declared war against Great Britain in reaction to 
three issues: the British economic blockade of France, the impressment of 
thousands of neutral American seamen into the British Royal Navy against their 
will, and the British support of hostile Indian tribes along the Great Lakes 
frontier. A faction of the U.S. Congress, made up mostly of Western and 
Southern congressmen, had been advocating the declaration of war for several 
years. These War Hawks, as they were known, hoped that war with Britain, 
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which was preoccupied with its struggle against Napoleonic France, would 
result in U.S. territorial gains in Canada and British-protected Florida. 

In the months following the U.S. declaration of war, American forces launched a 
three-point invasion of Canada, all of which were repulsed. At sea, however, the 
United States was more successful, and the USS Constitution and other 
American frigates won a series of victories over British warships. In 1813, 
American forces won several key victories in the Great Lakes region, but Britain 
regained control of the sea and blockaded the Eastern seaboard. 

In 1814, with the downfall of Napoleon Bonaparte (1769-1821), the British were 
able to allocate more military resources to the American war, and Washington, 
D.C., fell to the British in August. In Washington, British troops burned the 
White House, the Capitol and other buildings in retaliation for the earlier 
burning of government buildings in Canada by U.S. soldiers. However, the 
British soon retreated, and Fort McHenry in Baltimore harbor withstood a 
massive British bombardment and inspired Francis Scott Key (1779-1843) to 
pen the "Star- Spangled Banner." 

On September 11, 1814, the tide of the war turned when an American naval 
force under Thomas Macdonough (1783-1824) won a decisive victory at the 
Battle of Plattsburg in New York on Lake Champlain. A large British army 
under Sir George Prevost (1767-1816) was thus forced to abandon its invasion 
of the U.S. northeast and retreat to Canada. 

Treaty of Ghent: December 24, 1814 

The American victory on Lake Champlain led to the conclusion of U.S. -British 
peace negotiations in Belgium, and on December 24, 1814, the Treaty of Ghent 
was signed, ending the war. Although the treaty said nothing about two of the 
key issues that started the war—the rights of neutral U.S. vessels and the 
impressments of U.S. sailors—it did open up the Great Lakes region to American 
expansion and was hailed as a diplomatic victory in the United States. 

News of the treaty took almost two months to cross the Atlantic, and British 
forces were not informed of the end of hostilities in time to end their drive 
against the mouth of the Mississippi River. On January 8, 1815, a large British 
army attacked New Orleans and was decimated by an inferior American force 
under General Andrew Jackson (1767-1845) in the most spectacular U.S. victory 
of the war. The American public heard of the Battle of New Orleans and the 
Treaty of Ghent at approximately the same time, fostering a greater sentiment of 
self-confidence and shared identity throughout the young republic. 
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Remember, and this stands for all times. There is no counsel of perfection to 
give the world, or any solution which will carry immediate relief. To the 
humanitarian leaders of all races certain lines of action seem right and 
guarantee mostly today constructive attitudes first of all through the work of the 
United Nations, its assembly and committees. Let us support at all times the 
United Nations. 




Treaty of Ghent 
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Treaty of Ghent 
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(Fiction) 




The Sultan Saladin Knight, the Undead among us in this New Age 
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Today's New Age is goodwill to all, together with a staunch belief in 
the psychic possibilities of human beings, and as such in the 
resurrection of humanity, and that means to love your fellowman 
whether Americans, Germans, Jewish, British, French, the Black race 
or Asiatics. Is this a too idealistic picture. No. In spite of war and 
separation, cruelty and of any kind of passions, and selfishness 
running as such wild, humanity is growing towards more 
understanding; In this picture Martial Art brings us together, in a bond 
of health and peace. The work of the men and women of goodwill is 
an education one. 
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To the Saladin Knight: 



In this bare and ruined place of Africa lane in the surroundings of 
Ghent, the New Age is accentuated with the following qualities of the 
true serving disciple, and that is: 

Sincerety, sensitivity, the development of psychic powers and 
polarization, mental polarization, detachment, impersonality, 
religious indifference, serenity, humility, metaphysical sense, 
perseverance, courage, and capacity to give from ourselves in 
service. 

The Saladin Knight responding: 

True, however, one thing that is oft overlooked by the disciple 
when he enters on the path of probation and service and starts his 
or her psychic development, is that the goal ahead of him is not 
in the first instance the completment of his own psychic 
development, but his equipment for service to humanity, and this 
I think I can share with you. Unless inner growth finds 
expression in world service, the human treads a dangerous road. 
This I have learned in passed ages since the Crusades. 
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The Saladin Knight flies over Ghent and lands within seconds at the 
centre of the city at the newly built monument "The Schaapstal" next 
to the Belfry. Here is a meeting take place. 
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Saladin knight is descending slowly at the so called sheepfold 
(modern building of recent years called "Schaapstal"), near the 
Belfort. The apparition of the knight scares the man exercising himself 
in martial arts. 
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Fear not "Gentenaar" (citizen from Ghent), though I wear my 
traditional weapons I stand for harmlessness in this New Age. And, 
what is it? 

1. Enter your brother's heart and see his pain. 

2. Enter your brother's mind and read his thoughts. 

3. Blend your brother's soul and know him as he is. 




De Schaapstal - The Sheepfold 
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This is at a Sufi Brotherhood Mosque at Dampoort in Ghent. The 
Saladin knights have chosen that particular mosque to perform their 
daily prayers, and participate at the Dhikr weekly assemblies, to keep 
themselves well-shaped spiritually in the light of the teaching of 
Mohammed al-Ghazali. They are at present reciting Surah 109, Al- 
Kafiroun (The Unbelievers). These six verses were revealed after 
"Almsgiving" 107 and before the "Elephant" 105. They implicitly 
teach the believers to practice tolerance even with atheists and tell the 
world to treat non-Muslims with respect yet firm disavowal. This 
chapter forms the traditional Islamic answer to any suggestion of 
compromise. 
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£>urat) 109 - ^Kfje BtsMteber* 

3(n tf)E J^ame of 00b , tije jftkrtp-gtbmg, tlje jfHerciful! 
L £>ap: "0 bisbelteberg! 2. 3 bo not gerbe tofmt 
pou strtiE 3. nor are j>ou gertoing tofjat 3( serue! 4. 3 

toill not toorsljip toljat pou fjabe luoi slnppct. 
5. neitfjer Mil pan toorstfjip tofjat 3 toorgfnp. 6. |9ou 
fjatie pour religion toljile 3J tjaue mp religion." 
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Christmas markets like this one in Ghent at St. James Church and 
further along to the Koormarkt and the Belfort is an occasion to meet 
people, and as such be a channel for service to mankind even locally. 
Seek to be a channel the more when you long to serve. End of year 
celebrations should be forces of light for all of us. Keep humble, 
sensitive to others even your enemies, and unmoved by circumstances. 
Cyber hate on one's person should not stop anyone to do good, 
performing as such your most inner longings. To be truly effective, 
you should cultivate the attitude of being only a clear unobstructed 
channel, and you must not block that channel with your ideas and your 
physical plane activities. The knight is finding here some weapons 
used during the Crusades long ago. The illustration remembers us that 
we are in a multicultural society, ever accepted since the years sixty. 
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The Saladin knights come to us from long ago, at the time of Sultan 
Saladin and the Knights Temple, today among us in our twenty-first 
century, the New Age of Aquarius. Everything is different from those 
days, and the Saladin knights have to get acquainted with our morals, 
habits, the different ways of thinking, as well when meeting good-will 
people, our World Servers. Here a Saladin knight is attacking a gay- 
man gently cruising the Saladin knight. Not knowing our laws, he 
wanted to kill him, but finally refrained to do so. He had some doubts 
about his own action. Finally he had a good conversation with the man 
he wanted to kill. Here in the Flanders, as in many other countries we 
are all alike, straight and gay people. 
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Blaarenmeersen is a large recreation domain of Ghent for relaxation 
and sports. The physical disciplines are of great value at any stage of 
life, however with a sense of proportion and awareness of possible 
defects of limitations. Sports have their place in time and space, and 
that is all. The true disciple does not need vegetarianism or any of the 
physical disciplines for the reason that none of the fleshly appetites 
have control over him. Man's problem lies elsewhere. However, it is 
known that the vegetable kingdom is the transmitter and the 
transformer of th vital pranics fluid to the other forms of life on planet 
Earth. Nonetheless, the goal of a vegetable diet lies also in the field of 
service, good and healthy food. No set of diet could be entirely correct 
for everyone, as each one is different. We are all unlike, and at various 
ages. Good food as diet, each person must find this out for himself. 
Whether in sports, eating, work and sleeping, etc. temperance should 
be in all things, respecting the hallmark of discipline. The Saladin 
knights are enjoying sports at Blaarenmeersen. 
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Two Saladin knights walking about in St. Bavo Cathedral in Ghent. 
During the Reformation around 1500 the cathedral came into the 
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hands of the Protestants for about nine years. There was in the city 
also a Protestant University at that time. After it went back to the 
Catholics. In this New Era church attendance decreases rapidly, 
scarcely a few people attend church services nowadays. Two Saladin 
knights visiting the cathedral, and are saying between themselves: 
"The building could be taken over by the Muslims, as the building 
will be more than full for Friday Prayer and Ramadan, and even 
during the week for Salat. Will they succeed! 
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In the New Era in which we now live, the proper recognition of the 
place of sex plays a great part in daily life. Here is both the woman 
and the man attracted by the handsome Saladin knight. The solution of 
each one's sex life in the New Era can never be found through 
religious pronouncements, based on an outworn theory, or through 
physiological inhibition or legalized license, neither through 
legislation, inspired by various schools of thought in any community 
or nation. Sound sexuality between man and woman or people of the 
same sex together can only be the result of united activity of the 
spiritually minded consciousness. The belief that to be a devotee of 
some kind of deity necessitates a celibate life and complete abstinence 
from all natural functions, is wrong and even undesirable. 
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Two men dressed in black are ready to torture a young man for 
pleasure. Suddenly, a Saladin knight appears from the air to intervene, 
and prevent the harmful action. The Saladin knight knows precisely 
what is right and wrong, he belongs to the world of the Undead 
knights and gods, "Those Who Have Risen". The reaction of the 
armed knight is unexpected. In history and mythology, long ago, an 
aged king was put to death to give way to a new king. At the other 
hand, and at all times as everywhere man's intense desire and 
determination is to destroy death and "put on immortality", finding as 
it were expression in this practice, how untrue it may sound. 
Christianity to formulate their doctrine at the Council of Nicaea used 
the same practice of sacrifice in their teaching and biblical exposition 
for Jesus of Nazareth, that one should die for all, past, present and 
future. The Last Supper, or Holy Eucharist is a remembrance to this 
practice, that it is necessary that one should die for all. In our sacred 
literature inherited from the Jews and given into interpretation in 
Christianity, this ritual is predominant and affords an illuminating 
example of the nature and the function of myth and ritual in giving 
stability to faith and practice. 
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You are not pleasing me with your sacrificial ritual as homage to 
myself. Sacrifice for the good of humanity in this new era is to be a 
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real channel for the life of the "Higher Self Within" (soul) through 
serving humanity. Sacrifice is helping others through standing in 
spiritual being, as we are all psychic beings. And, that means, 
engaging oneself into those activities which, en masse, work out as 
philanthropic endeavour, as educational experiments, or social efforts 
in the life of the community. This is what the Knights Templar came 
to achieve as domestics among the Islamic people during the 
Crusades, to learn our skills in order to serve in a better way among 
the Europeans. We, the Saladin knights are the masters who are able 
to pour through the personalities the necessary forces, and vision as 
well as the sense of power which will enable to cooperate correctly as 
world servers and this unselfishly. 




Ghent - Oudburg at the entry of Patershol where the Backstage Bar 
was located, ran by Roland a long time ago. 

(See further) 
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The Backstage Bar was founded by a mate of us Roland, who died 
young many years ago. He had aids. The illness was at its beginning, 
and at that time doctors had no appropriate medicines to stop aids 
getting any further. When he started his business black leather also 
appeared in the nightlife and S/M was practiced in black rooms from 
soft to hard. The Bar is situated at Patershol, near the House of Alijn, 
at the Oudburg. The two well-dressed men in black, found an 
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alternative to molest the young man for fun and in full agreement. He 
was led to the Backstage Bar as safer place to be as it were sacrificed. 
Sexual practices were very restricted at that time of Roland's life. The 
New Age gradually changes those old ideas of our fathers, because of 
religion gradually disappearing. Religion is of no use anymore. All is 
growth as it is cyclic, and humanity progresses from step to step in 
spiral fashion, and is as such evolving. The peoples of the world today 
are divided in four groups, from the angle of Those Who are seeking 
to guide humanity into this New Age. The four main divisions are as 
follow: (1) The ignorant masses, through poverty, unemployment 
illiteracy, hunger, distress and no leisure or means for cultural 
advantages. They are in an inflamed condition. (2) The middle classes, 
so called, both higher and lower. These are the bulk of the nations, the 
bourgeoisie (intelligent, diligent, enquiring, narrow-minded, 
essentially religious, though frequently repudiating the forms of 
religion.) (3) The thinkers of the world. These are the intelligent and 
highly educated men and women, who sense ideas and formulate them 
into ideals. (4) The New Group of the Saladin Disciples and Servers. 
They are the people who are at the start to form a new social order in 
the world as achieved today. They recognise all parties, all creeds, and 
all social and economic organization and governments. They are 
found everywhere. 
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At the "Backstage Bar" in the black room. Previous centuries as well as in 
ancient times, homosexuality has been the main problem for Abrahamic 
religious leaders, psychologists, and in a lesser degree to the medical man. 
Homosexuality touches male and female. Today as a true sign of the New Age 
and in many parts of the world homosexuality is accepted with the same 
facilities as for straight people. In many other countries, homosexual men and 
women are imprisoned and even put to death, which is not humanitarian and 
against free will. This is in the first place due to the narrowness of religion, for 
not to say religious hypocrisy. Child abuse is well-known in Roman 
Catholicism. In one way or another the sexual life is important not only to 
procreate, but for health reasons and relaxation as well. Sexuality is important 
also as a way to give to the human the possibility to transmute the lower 
impulses into higher. Sex is energy, a force when rightly directed and properly 
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controlled is the great transmuting agency, which eventually makes of the 
human individually, as well as collectively, a Master of Wisdom, a Lord of 
Love, a Dragon of Wisdom even in a lesser degree. We are all governed by the 
cosmic law of attraction (not religion). 




The punks, mostly young people are everywhere present in the Western world, 
while they first appeared in comic strips. They are also present in Ghent and 
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have their small cafe's around "Patershol". They often live in abandoned houses 
and buildings and mostly in small communities. In Ghent there are a number of 
passes, byways and areas where graffiti is authorised. These two punks find 
themselves in one of those areas for graffiti. Punks mostly interact with one 
another in these local areas and abandoned buildings, forming a local punk 
scene. In dozens of countries worldwide, almost all major cities, many medium- 
sized cities, and a few small towns have such scenes. Several local punk scenes 
with close ties to one another form a regional scene. The worldwide punk 
community may sometimes be called the punk scene. 

Punks are typically white, male adolescents from working class or middle class 
backgrounds, although exceptions abound on every count. Punk is a subculture 
— largely male-dominated, though punks rarely tolerate overt sexism. Since its 
inception, female punks have always played important roles in the punk 
subculture, but, numerically speaking, they are vastly underrepresented. 
Compared to some alternative cultures, however, mainline punk is much closer 
to being gender equalist, at least so far as its dominant ideological view of 
gender relations goes. 

Graffiti interests the punks as well, as it expresses underlying social and political 
messages and a whole genre of artistic expression is based upon spray paint 
graffiti styles. Within hip hop culture, graffiti has evolved alongside hip hop 
music, b-boying, and other elements. Unrelated to hip-hop graffiti, gangs use 
their own form of graffiti to mark territory or to serve as an indicator of gang- 
related activities. 

Those who are in preparation for initiation at the Master Saladin's feet in 
meditation, must learn to work consciously with illusion; they must work 
effectively with the truth presented in the age-old teaching, ignoring any pain, 
suffering or mental questioning which is incident to personality rebellion as 
these punks are rebellious. They must cultivate "psychic indifference" to 
personal considerations which is the outstanding hallmark of the trained initiate. 

The psychic body of ours, the "Higher Self stands free, unattached and unafraid 
even to the physical body being only an instrument, and not controlled by that 
which exists in the three worlds. This is the psychic or spiritual indifference. 

The punks are stimulated by their musick. Certain sounds shatter and break, 
Certain other sounds stimulate and attract. When the key of a man's life is 
known, when the sound he responds to is recognised, then comes the possibility 
of the utilisation of sound in refinement. All that is at present possible to those 
among us who seek to serve, is to attend to the essentials of musick and seek as 
such to contact with high vibrations as with "Agios O Saladin"; or any other 
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deity from the "Tree of Wyrd." Above all the vibrations of the Tree of Wyrd." 
Download the following manuscript: 

https://archive.org/details/Naos-APracticalGuideToModernMagick 




A graffiti street in the centre of Ghent 
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Graffiti street in the centre of Ghent 
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Graffiti street in the centre of Ghent 
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Quinte Ridz Graffiti artist at work 

fEearinng young people fjoto to knoto tf)em£eU)e£ 

Setting them free from authority by awakening interest and enquiry in their 
minds, and then indicating {not more than that) the direction in which the 
answer should be sought. 

Allowing them those conditions which will force them to stand on their own feet 
and rely on their own "Higher Selves Within", and not on their human or 
physical being, be he or she a beloved friend, teacher, or even a master of the 
wisdom. 

Through meditation the young of all ages recognise the vision of real, life, not 
the illusive one. 
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This is the "Normaal School straat" (Normal School street) at the 
Heuvelpoort (Mountain Gate) in Ghent, the student area for 
entertainment and residence. Students need relaxation as part of the 
mental and physical strength. After the lectures and study they need 
relaxation through entertainment to return to greater force for a more 
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potent vibration to its habitation, the threefold personality. This and 
sports is the right relaxation and much a part of service to be rendered. 
The steady, unbroken, inner push, carried forward through right 
organisation of the outer factors of time and physical strength, is 
essential. Stand, therefore, on this belief, and relax and play at times. 



#teto on tfje goung people anti ^>tutients( area 




Normaal School straat 
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Heuvelpoort 

At the bottom, the Normaal School straat, and Overpoort at the top. 
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Overpoort where all the bars are located, at the right a University 
building for lodging of students and restaurant. 
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Casa Rosa - Ghent federation for gay people, meeting place for gay 
men and women. They also have a cafe for chat. There are among us - 
men and women who may be slaves to their passions but they are 
humans to be respected. Some are psychically summoned to worship 
the partner one towards another. Ben and Robbie are two such men, 
they love each other. 
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Visiting Ghent in this New Era is never ending, walking about one 
discovers always something new and refreshing for the eyes and even 
taste. This is a graffiti artwork somewhere on a deserted place for you 
to find out. Someone had the idea to hang a poster on this beautiful 
graffiti. In fact, the person is at the moment the most wanted, who 
suddenly disappeared without saying one word. Would you act like 
that? I doubt. Friends are there to help when someone is in need, and 
this in word and deeds. 



67 



St. Denijslaan at St. Pieter Station, behind the large and high walls of 
the railway, prostitutes are waiting for their possible clients arriving 
from whatever destination to Ghent. In the same road along the station 
one finds a lot of cafe's also a gay -bar, and at the beginning of the 
Voskenslaan, there is a hotel where girls for pleasure can go with their 
clients. 
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St. Denijslaan behind the railway station St. Pieter Station 
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Railway Station Sint Pieters Station, turn left for "Bij Lucy". 



I call this an underground bar or cafe, as most of the time it is not 
opened during the day, but at night until day time early morning. 
Working class people going or returning from work are the usual its 
clients. It is attended also by people with a social problem, trying to 
forget everything by drinking and do not eat. Lucy is now a old 
woman. Many years ago, I visited the bar, and it has not changed 
since. However, one important thing to remember about alcohol is 
that it is an authorised drug, known as alcoholism and people who 
consume overdoses of it are called alcoholics. If alcohol is authorized 
why not cannabis, commonly called "weeds", and between consumers 
"green soup." However, drinking and smoking weeds (or both 
together) help to solve problems, and to have a good time. It also 
makes you "high" and happy. Drinking or smoking is cool, and it 
keeps you warm when it is cold. It is fine to drink or share a joint in 
company. Uncontrolled drinking and smoking joints may have 
negative effects. Drink and smoke a joint to feel really good without 
ill-feeling, that's the start. 
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Two warriors from different ages are meeting in the Citadel Park in 
Ghent, Flanders. The one is an "Undead Knight", belonging to "Those 
Who Have Risen", and the other a skinhead among us. Both have 
different views, while not all skinheads are racists. We meet also 
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musical and gay skinheads, as well as those of the beginning in the 
years sixty young people of the working class. All of them agree that, 
they must occupy themselves even increasingly with right 
understanding, right designation and right definition, developing as 
such scientific knowledge, morality and goodwill among all. We can 
all do this, even without government. 




The author's favourite spot in Citadel Park in Ghent near his address, 
appropriate for quietness and meditation. 
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The appearance (fictional) 
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Two skinheads visiting the ruins of an abandoned factory in the 
outskirts of Ghent where once graffiti were drawn and painted. They 
seem to enjoy themselves there. Skinheads are our visible knights and 
warriors while the Saladin knights, the Undead, are the invisible once 
present in Ghent. They are dictating the visible warriors what they 
should do, but they are not always heard. As we know they can be 
called fort at any time through rituals and meditation from the 
collective consciousness. They are archetypes. 
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The two skinheads find themselves within those walls and property. 
The location is "Tweebruggenstraat" in Ghent. I do not know whether 
the premises are still open for the public. 
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This man is one of the Black Knights in Ghent . He does not belong to 
the skinheads or to the punks communities, and even less to the 



To avoid misunderstanding, I falsified the Swastika symbol not to create any misunderstanding. This is NOT a 
Swastika. Remember that this sign normally belongs to the Hindu religion and is sacred. Also remember that the 
white race is not the Aryan race. Only Indians belong to the Aryan race as described in the Bhagavad Gita, 
chapter two, verse two (my own translation): 

sri-bhagavan uvaca 

kutas tva kasmalam idam visame samupasthitam 
anarya-justam asvargyam akirti-karam Arjuna (2.02) 

sri-bhagavan uvaca — the Supreme Lord said; kutah - whence, wherefrom; tva - upon you, unto you; kasmalam 
— dejection; idam — this; visame - in perilous strait, in this hour of crisis; samupasthitam - comes, arrived; 
anarya — persons who do not know the value of life; justam — practiced by; anaryajustam - unworthy 
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Saladin Knights. They are most dangerous and do not belong to the 
group of New World Servers as we know them today and are active. 
This Black Knight influences the ignorant masses. These people, 
through poverty, lack of employment, illiteracy, hunger, distress and 
no leisure or means for cultural advantages are in an inflamed 
condition. They are developed just enough to respond to the mental 
control and suggestion of slightly more advanced people. The Black 
Knights control them by hatred and fear, and so arouse them to action 
by their emotional appeals. Like in the last world war the German 
masses fought and died on the urge of inflammatory speeches and 
seldom know what it is all about. Their condition must be bettered but 
in no wise through bloodshed and exploitation. However, one must 
remember that to create a new world, one must first destroy before 
proceeding to restoration. This is not achieved through bloodshed and 
exploitation, but through the "Power of the Word." Group work 
involves sacrifice, and oft the doing of that which might not be 
preferred, and which might not - from the personality angle - be the 
easier way out and the easier activity. 



(unaryanlike); asvargyam — which does not lead to higher realms, spheres, heaven excluding; akirti — infamy; 
akirti — the cause of; akirtiakirti - disgraceful; arjuna — O Arjuna. 

The Supreme Lord said: From where has this dejection come into your mind in this perilous hour? This is 
unknown to an Aryan, not leading to heaven but causing disgrace, O Arjuna. (2.02) 
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This is the location where the Black Knight finds himself at the moment, inside 
the Castle of the Counts, in Ghent, Flanders. 
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This is what you may see in Ghent, during the July feasts in the city, 
called "Gentse Feesten". This panel is part of the problem of sex. 
Why problem? Is there a problem? There are no problems. The 
problem makers are the religious authorities, and its moral principles 
on which our civilizations were and are based, the rules and customs 
which were formerly taken for granted and accepted (even if not 
always consistently) applied. In this New Era of Aquarius the 
religious and moral principles are rapidly losing their prestige, so 
much that parish churches are closing down. Today's Western and 
thinking world among young and old are no longer accepting 
theological and moral conceptions of the past. They are violently 
revolting against the Abrahamic Faiths as a whole even in the Islam 
founded six centuries after Christianity. Their strict rules no longer 
avail among intelligent and thinking people, except among the poor 
finding shelter under the false hopes of religion. So, in the past, in the 
sexual domain an attitude prevailed which led public opinion in regard 
to the biological instincts and the human passions as being bad and 
impure. The Western world is thinking differently nowadays, where 
sex also means enjoyment. Sexuality can be defined in three ways: (1) 
A sexual aspect: physical pleasure. (2) An emotional aspect: union 
with another person or persons. (3) A creative aspect: the birth of a 
new creature. The transmutation and sublimation of the sexual 
energies and also of the drives as this S/M happening, should be more 
widely known and appreciated, and its ways and means should more 
freely be brought in operation, and even extensively applied in 
psychotherapy, education, and self-realisation. 

A bit of History around the July Feasts or Festival in Ghent 

The Ghent Festival has its origins in the 19th century, when Ghent 
city fathers decided to consolidate the weekly neighbourhood Sunday 
celebrations (or beer-fueled, drunken blow-outs) by grossly underpaid 
common folk into a general fair, thinking such a strategy might cut 
down some of the rampant Monday absenteeism of the times. But the 
idea of a cathartic release for the peasants comes from the medieval 
period, where mid-lent celebrations— like carnival or the feast of fools- 
-were meant to be a sort of reversal, with the common folk gaining 
status and achieving temporary freedom from their nose-to-the- 
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grindstone misery while the rich were shuffled off into the 
background. Celebrations were sponsored by the cities and those same 
rich folks, of course; a subsidy that, although existing for a short time 
each year, would have been considerable. 

In any case, the first Ghent festivities revolved around horse racing. 
Then, at the beginning of the 20th century, festivities moved to the 
city center, where the "Bal Populaire" was held-with the aristocracy 
occupying the paved section of the square and the rest... well, it was 
miserable and dusty on their side. 

By the late 60's, the Ghent festivities had turned too "middle class" to 
get excited about. Enter legendary Walter De Buck, who, along with 
his musician friends organized their own festivities. Counter-culture to 
the core, De Buck stuck barbs into the Catholic Church, the 
municipality, and politicians. His act was a hit, and put the festival 
back on track-subsidized, of course, by the Ghent Municipality he 
skewered. Just like old times. 

(Ghent, in fact, subsidises another endeavour that Americans 
might scratch their collective noggins over-Graffiti Walls. Yes, 
to keep Ghent's monuments clean, the city makes a pact with 
graffiti artists-"we'll give you pristine alleyways in which to 
practice your art, if you promise to work only in these areas." So 
far, people tell us, the social contract is working quite well. You 
can see some of the art produced in these areas at Ghentizm: 
Graffiti in Ghent.) 
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View of the "Gentse Feesten" (July Feasts of Ghent) during one full 

week round about July 21 st . 




So far, fun was the theme of a day at the July feasts in Ghent, now it is 
after dark early morning. They are drunken and maybe stoned, the one 
more than the other. During the night they mingled with each other 
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over drinks and danced the night away under the infectious beats 
dropped by turntables in the City of Ghent. However, to everything 
there is an end how it may be. 




This is the area at Sint Jacobs Church in Ghent at the right (not viewed 
on the picture). Opposite, it used to be the Church of England 
building, as I am old enough to know. After, it was hired by a 
Pentecostal Church, and today an antique gallery. During the "Gentse 
Feesten", I did like to come here early in the morning round about 
05.00 a.m, for the "After Party." It was fun, fun, fun, full liberation. 
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The incident happened in Steendam an adjacent street at St. Jacobs 
Church just outside the zone of the Ghent Festivities. The victim was 
stabbed with a knife... The perpetrator was arrested, said the local 
police. The stabbed person was a 35 year-old doorkeeper and 
perilously injured was taken immediately to the hospital. The man was 
twice stabbed in the kidney. The incident happened at 04.20 pm at the 
Cafe Central, about one-hundred meters from the town hall of Ghent. 
The doorman was with a colleague after their shift having beverage. 
The other person, a lady became involved in a fight between a group 
of young people from Lokeren and a girl. The doorman intervened on 
behalf of the girl. We have found the pictures of the stabber; one is his 
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profile and the other as shown here. Where are the Saladin knights in 
all this? And what are they doing, we will see next soon. 





The Saladin knights are the silent watchers over the City of Ghent and 
Flanders, they are the forces of enlightenment and are mostly 
awakened when something dreadful happens as the bloody attack at 
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the Steendam the other day. Those knights stand for the correct 
values, correct speech, the mode of living away from the Abrahamic 
faiths, correct thinking and aspiration, correct conduct and effort, and 
right rapture or true happiness. They are anarchist as well, a world 
without government as such. The City of Ghent is under their 
protection. 




The Saladin knight seen nearby. 
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Two young men meet at the Ghent Festivities, and they seem already 
to be in love with each other. They are of good cheer, for there is no 
defeat of the human mind; there is no final extinction of the Higher 
Self in man, for it always rises triumphantly. Man has a body but is 
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not the body. There is no power on Earth which can prevent the love 
between two men, two women, man and woman as such they are 
destined, and no combination of powers can hold them back. And, all 
together we can blindly fight for freedom and for understanding, and 
receiving ever the inner assurance that the Saladin knights, "Those 
Who Have Risen" will help men and women of goodwill to express 
the power of this New Age of Aquarius on planet Earth. 




Between "De Leeuw" and the village Heusden, is de Heusdenbaan, 
where the Cafe-Restaurant is located. The author going to school and 
later to his work passed the location by every day until he definitely 
left his parent's home (the years 60). The two friends were at the July 
Festival in Ghent, but they wanted to enjoy the outskirts of Ghent and 
made their way to Heusden. 
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Location where the two friends are drinking their beers 





Opposite the Saint Jacobs church is the Bibliotheekstraat where at the 
left you find a nice graffiti artwork but also a chapel totally in ruin. 
The monument is since ages no longer in use as cult place, but when I 
(the author) was young it belonged to an education place the 
Athenaeum School where I was once for one year a student and 
studied Latin. The chapel was used as a place for art and handwork or 
craft. A very cold place in winter, but the tower of the chapel attracted 
many students also myself during lunch-time. In the next panel of 
mine, you will see what we did. If trapped, we got a severe 
punishment because very dangerous, but quite amusing. 
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These punks are at the July Festival in Ghent. At the moment they are 
just bored, they spent all their money, and the girls are gone their own 
way. Now, they spend their time talking to each other while leaning 
against the old wall somewhere around Saint Jacobs Church. They do 
not speak of ideals and dreams but of boredom. They remember the 
stories told of the year's 1960's, when the hippie dream was dying and 
the socialist Utopias were as boring as the ideologies of the law, order 
and welfare states. Punk's celebration of nihilism and chaos was 
something that the old school disciplined left wings intellectuals, with 
too thick glasses, or the committed green hippies, with too long hair, 
could never accept or understand. According to them, punks lacked 
political stance and positive political goals. Anyway, punks are 
beautiful people. They know what freedom is. 
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A punk waiting for his train at the railway station 




Hidden in a corner, but nice graffiti, said drawn by a punk in the Saint Lucas Art 

Academy area in Ghent 
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The skinheads and punks are in Flanders the Knights of the New Age 
under the invisible leadership of the Saladin Knights, "Those Who 
Have Risen", let us once again remember. They are all our Elder 
Brothers. To become a, Elder Brother there are three requirements, 
firstly oneness with the Flemish people. They are our guardians. 
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Second requirement, is that they are telepathic ally sensitive in two 
directions and at will. And, that is they should always communicate 
with the Saladin knights and the Flemish people at the same time. 
Thirdly, in communion with the Saladin Knights, they should always 
elevating themselves the way they are, in the capacity for abstract or 
synthetic thought. Unfortunately among humans, and also among the 
knights of the New Age, this is not always the case. Here, the 
skinhead is urinating on forbidden premises, even if it is an abandoned 
propriety. During the Ghent Festival of July special toilet facilities are 
placed almost everywhere in the centre of the City of Ghent, but men 
are more fortunate than women. For women only three locations are 
noted, and often not known. Hereby, a few examples of those facilities 
for men, while women are protesting against lack of facilities for 
them. Wild urinating is fined with 60 Euros. 




Wild urinating in Ghent at July Festival 
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Women protesting against lack of toilet facilities for the at the Festival 




Mixed public at the men's room 




And facilities for men at the Belford. 
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Wild toileting is fined with 60 Euros. 



What is a "Golden Shower" exactly 

The Golden Shower was a practice already in place in ancient Greece (One also 
wonders if there are practices that were not already in place in ancient Greece.) 
And did you know that the prostitutes of ancient Greece (at least those who 
practiced this kind of game) had prohibition of eating asparagus because of the 
bad taste that it gives to the urine? 

In mythology, Zeus wanting to seduce Danae and knowing his particular 
inclinations, he pissed on her, some translators stuck then turned his golden 
shower in a shower of gold. 

There is also the use of the golden shower in old books in Japanese that 
recommend to stay healthy, a little glass of piss in the morning at sunrise, and 
that's for the day. All text related to this practice is called the urotherapy. 
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So, urine may be consumed or the person may bathe in it. Other variations 
include arousal from wetting or seeing someone else urinate in their pants or 
underclothes, or wetting the bed. Other forms of Urolagnia may involve a 
tendency to be sexually aroused by smelling urine-soaked clothing or body 
parts. In many cases, a strong correlation or conditioning arises between urine 
smell or sight and the sexual act. Urolagnia is sometimes associated with, or 
confused with, arousal from having a full bladder or a sexual attraction to 
someone else experiencing the discomfort or pain of a full bladder, possibly a 
sadomasochistic inclination. Also, the person is sexually aroused by wetting 
one's clothing or observing another person doing so. Usually that person prefers 
to stage the wetting so that his/her legs (or other body parts) become soaked 
with urine. The warm sensation felt when urine trickles on the body seems to 
give very relaxing and pleasurable feelings to the person. In many cases, that 
person is also aroused by smelling body parts that have a urine scent. Others get 
aroused by telling some people about when they lost control and wet 
themselves. Some prefer a particular type of clothing to urinate. 




Glazenstraat in Ghent for men looking for sexual entertainment 
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Forsaken. Tossed out by drinking beers. Lost in the nowhere of Ghent. 
These men have reached the end of the alleyway, a dead end of the 
July Ghent Festival. Here, although the ruins it is a nice spot to play 
about and have fun. In fact skinheads enjoy those surroundings. This 
is just what they needed anyway. 
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Slums in Ghent somewhere not worth visiting, but an appropriate location for 
skinheads to play about and have fun after a lot of beers. 
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This is a fight not for real at the "Nieuwe Wandeling" (New 
Promenade) Park in Ghent. You have seen the professional boxers 
defend punches, but do you need to learn the same complicated 
moves? Ninety percent of people are right handed, so in a street fight 
there is a high possibility that you will be facing wild right hands that 
are dangerous if you do not know basic punch defence against a street 
brawler. Luckily, you do not have to learn complicated boxing moves 
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to defend yourself.. Your attacker will not know what hit him! This is 
total SHOCK and AWE. The beauty of this technique lies in it's 
simplicity. It will work against a range of punches, right handed or left 
handed, it does not really matter. The TRUTH of the matter is that 
almost all fights end up on the ground. If you are not PREPARED to 
take control in this situation then you will find it very hard to end a 
fight on the street. Remember, a street fight does not always go your 
way. Myself I have been attacked three times in the street where I live, 
and ended on the ground, but the adversary could never rob me. My 
strength was my crying loud. The adversary fled. 




The park at the Nieuwe Wandeling (New Promenade) where the two men are 

fighting for fun. 
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The other side of the Nieuwe Wandeling where the prison is situated. 





At the Nieuwe Wandeling, Park and Prison and bus halts 
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Skinheads in the New Age is more than ever a way of life, a culture 
one truly lives by. It is a true family of brothers and sisters that spans 
the globe. It is about having pride in the way one looks; it is also about 
working for living, earning everything one can get. The skinheads and 
punks are a second family we have with mates of both sexes on the 
street, which is about being true to each other values as the solemn 
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honour code. It is the truest culture because one is talking about the 
real people, the working people, the poor people, the Anarchists. To 
outsiders, we represent the scum of the earth, but we know much 
better. We know that we are the part of the greatest youth cult and 
other (we do not stay young) of all time, and nobody can ever take 
that away from us. The world is against us we know too well, but they 
should know, the world does not stand a chance. 




The two skinheads met here, a place where one can freely have a barbecue, eat, 
and even go in the bushes for relaxation. This is at the Zuidebaan, the 
prolongation of the Watersportbaan. 
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This man, a railway worker it seems, has been accepted by the Saladin 
knights in Ghent as their first visible neophyte, becoming in due time 
a Flemish Saladin knight. From there, a distinction will be made 
between the Saladin knights, the undead, "Those Who Have Risen" as 
part of the "Collective Unconsciousness". They are present, can be 
called forth, but remain unseen, unless one's "Third Eye" (Anja 
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Center) is developed. The Third Eye is opened through meditation and 
the power of visualization. The Third Eye links the awakened physical 
plane man with the psychic world or better the subjective world, 
enabling him to function consciously there. The Third Eye is also the 
window of the Ego or "Higher Self (soul) functioning on the physical 
plane whereby he looks inwardly in three worlds metaphysically. It is 
also called the "Eye of Shiva" in the human being, and its position is 
in the forehead between the two physical eyes, and it becomes in any 
degree active. When the Third Eye is used, which is the case in 
contemplation, it is the synthesizer and director of the triple energy; 
hence the powerful work performed by those in whom it is 
functioning. So, lately, I could trace with precision where a friend of 
mine since 2004, meet other friends as well in my neighbourhood. 
Though a friend of the house, he kept his private life in complete 
secrecy from me. Without much effort I found his friend's locations. 
My friend became dangerously upset, and I have not seen him ever 
since. The problem, he keeps a lot of secrets to his other friends as 
well. In a few words, the Third Eye, is the eye of inner vision, and he 
who has opened it can direct and control the energy of matter, ans see 
all things in the eternal now. 

The Science of Meditation is associated in the minds of men with or 
without religious belief and matters. Meditation is not exclusively 
related to religion as most people think or religious leaders confirm. 
The science of meditation (yoga of meditation) can be applied to 
every possible life process. Do not be misled by religious leaders and 
their fantasies, meditation is a technique of the mind which eventually 
produces correct, unimpeded relationship. This is another name for 
alignment. This is the path to be trodden by one and all, and the 
method is nothing else but meditation. 
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The railway bridge at the Beukenlaan near to Snepkaai. 





Nearing the railway bridge another way 
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Snep bridge for walkers only 
121 




A part of Snepkaai port 
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These two older skinheads have chosen for the quiet, some distance away from 
the July Festival in Ghent. Through the back way they entered Blaarenmeersen, 
and are now finding an isolated spot for a good breathing in and out. In Summer, 
and at other times when weather is good and the sun shines the place is crowded, 
and very pleasant too. Which spot will they be choosing to be alone, the two of 
them. 
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This man is playing an adult game with a partner, a man of a woman, who cares 
at this time and in this age. This just happens at Blaarenmeersen somewhere 
around the older buildings. Playing hard-to-get like the hide-and-seek games he 
play as children, and this is not only an interactive game, it also increases his 
alertness to the environment, the skills for finding what he is looking for and 
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also gives us a sense of satisfaction once he finds what he wants to experience. 
Playing-hard-to-get when done right introduces a particular sense of depth to the 
mysterious and elusive phenomenon that the opposite sex or sexes altogether 
tend to find absolutely irresistible. It seems, this is really what the man wants, 
and in public places where certain games are not tolerated. Whatever the game, 
remember that before you start playing hard-to-get, it is important that you are 
aware of some of the behaviours that indicate that a man or woman's level of 
interest in you may be small to begin with. Trying to play hard at once with 
somebody is the fastest way to end the relationship (even if you are one that has 
great potential). It is like having one foot on a banana peel, the other in the 
grave. 

Whatever, here follows nine suggestions: 

1 . Be flexible but not a pushover 

2. Create distance without going anywhere 

3. Give him/her what he/she wants but not in the way he/she expected 

4. Don't compete, outlast the competition 

5. Be totally open and upfront but keep raising questions in his/her mind and 
answering them: some right away, some later 

6. Be easily accessible but "out of reach" 

7. Stir the pot once in a while 

8. Work the imagination and tease all of his/her senses 

9. Initiate sexual contact when he/she least expects it 

It makes a lot of difference when you make things seems fresh and vital in ways 
that keep the blood flowing! 
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Blaarenmeersen As It Is 





asm** 










Map of Blaarenmeersen 
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Beautiful large beach with natural swimming lake 
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Lots of possibilities for children 




Funny and unexpected things happen at Blaarenmeersen 




From Blaarenmeersen some people are now returning to the July Festival in 
Ghent, they are three of them. I don't know if they know where they are now 
standing, but they find themselves at the Poel, at an old fortified building. The 
building had a past. When I was young, my parents gave their two children each 
a different education. My mother was French speaking, and my father spoke 
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Dutch (Flemish), French and English. They seemed to have given to my sister a 
better education than to me. She had to go to a French Boarding School in 
Ghent, where they taught in French only, except my sister's last year in Dutch, 
as this was the new Belgian law. The school as you sees here was a convent 
institution ran by nuns, the Ursulines, as you can notice from the fortified 
windows at the ground floor of the photographs. My sister had her lessons in 
Dutch during her last year only. It did mark the remainder of her life. She could 
not find a job in Ghent, because her Dutch was not sufficiently good, even bad 
through her unwillingness. All the way through, I was trained at school in Dutch 
in Wetteren and Ghent. French was my second language, and English my third. 
That's the difference between the two of us. I stood always near to the Flemish 
people and spoke Dutch (Flemish). My parents died, and a separation remains 
between my sister and me, as we never agreed, we are totally different. I have 
not heard or seen her since 2006 when we had to gather to a solicitor in Tournai 
for estate purposes. And, that was it. The building is since long ago no longer a 
convent or a school, serving other purposes in the City of Ghent. The friends are 
per chance just standing there not knowing the history of the building behind 
them. They were not yet born when the nuns left the building. 




This is at the July Festival in Ghent, at the Poel. One sees the main entrance to 
the former convent and boarding school for French speaking girls. The friends 

are standing here somewhere. 
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The building seems deserted and in the hands of the City of Ghent. 
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I am young, nineteen years to tell you the truth, but I know quite a lot of Ghent 
being a student and going around with friends a lot. I stopped a while at the 
Minard theater, a folk place where dialect is being spoken and enjoyed.. 
However, the driving force behind this theater was the actor Romain De 
Coninck. The place has a beautiful entrance hall, renovated and modernized not 
long ago, I overheard. The evening's performance is mulled over around the fine 
oval bar until the early hours, the after dark pleasures shall I say. The Cafe 
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called Marimain next to the Minard and part of it is attended by the regulars as 
ourselves young people. Popular is the terrace even in winter, admired by the 
passers-by, both male and female. The name "Marimain" is inspired by the 
previous owner, Mary Brouillard and the Ghent-born comedian Romain De 
Coninck. My grandfather told me that his death was a great loss for Ghent. 




The actor and comedian Romain De Coninck, a real Gentenaar. 
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On the stage at the Minard 




The well-known and visited adjacent cafe to the Minard. 



136 




The beautiful building of the Socialist Party nearby the Minard. There used to be 

a Cinema when I was a boy. 
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These three Red Skinheads are following a seminar at the Socialist Party in 
Ghent On the Vrijdagmarkt even during the Ghent Feasts of July. Mental 
development when paralleled by emotional stability and even a strong healthy 
body is the aim for all, especially when one is called to become or be a Red 
Anarchist Skinhead, the soldiers of the New Age. Red Skinheads must know 
about the unity of all life, races, creeds, and ways of life. Skinheads the world 
over, and not only in Ghent have to endeavour to think in group or 
community terms and clearly for oneself, not depending upon the word of others 
for clarification. In the rigid disciplining of the Red Anarchist Skinheads comes 



138 



eventual perfection as the Saladin knights were, and are today, the Undead, 
"Those Who Have Risen". In this New Age, the life of the skinhead becomes 
not easier as the Gate is neared, but ever the watch must be more thorough, ever 
right action must be taken with no regard to result, and each one in all its 
aggregate of detail must be wrestled with and subjugated. Only in the thorough 
comprehension of the axiom "Know Yourself will come that understanding that 
enables the skinhead to wield the law of freedom, and know the inner working 
of that system. Struggle, strive, discipline, and rejoicingly serve with no reward 
save the misunderstanding and the abuse of those who follow after, this is the 
role of the Red Anarchist Skinhead. 




Headquarters of Socialism in Ghent 
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It turns out that this building was designed by the architect Ferdinand Dierckens, 
who later designed other Socialist buildings in Ghent and in New York. Today 
this building on the Friday Market is still used as the headquarters of the 
Socialist Party, the Socialist Health Insurance (Bond Moyson) and the Socialist 
Trade Unions. 




Socialism stands open for all kind of activities also and above all musical. 
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A Call to Skinheads in Ghent our New Era Knights 




gfaarc!n£me: 
i^utmte en ^rtjfjetti 
boor Setiereen 
(Heen fjaat maar bergtanti 



Skinheads freely use this poster 
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iunJjeab 






He ftgfjt for freebom 
3 out 

people eberptofjere groto to unberstanb tfjat 
tJjetr former tuetosi toere false, tjjat tfjep toere 
not trutf) but prejubtce ant) supersftttton. 



Non-Political Skinheads use this poster 

As men's minds broaden and develop, as they advance to new ideas and lose 
faith in their former beliefs, institutions begin to change and are ultimately done 
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away with. The people grow to understand that their former views were false, 
that they were not truth but prejudice and superstition. 

In this way many ideas, once held to be true, have come to be regarded as wrong 
and evil. Thus the ideas of the divine right of kings, of slavery and serfdom. 
There was a time when the whole world believed those institutions to be right, 
just, and unchangeable. In the measure that those superstitions and false beliefs 
were fought by advanced thinkers, they became discredited and lost their hold 
upon the people, and finally the institutions that incorporated those ideas were 
abolished. Highbrows will tell you that they had "outlived their usefulness" and 
that therefore they "died". But how did they "outlive" their "usefulness?" To 
whom were they useful, and how did they "die"? 
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It is also where the commercial seaport of Ghent links with the inner-city canals. 
Close to the Dampoort is Portus Ganda, the yachting area of the city, which 
opened in 2005, at the former confluence of the rivers Schelde (English: 
Scheldt) and Leie. The man touching the wall with his two hands, found a 
hidden graffiti place in that area. In fact he is on his way to visit the ruins of St. 
Bavo Abbey, the location where the Undead Saladin knights, "Those Who Have 
Risen" are found hanging about, and feasting for their achieved work in the City 
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of Ghent. They have chosen the place, because the Dampoort is characterised by 
a bustling mix of people from different origins: Turkish, Eastern Europeans, 
native Belgians, Moroccan and practically any other nationality in the city 
harbours nearby. At the Dampoort are located several Mosques, the main 
mosque renovated a few years ago, and the mosque of the Sufi Brotherhood. 
That is why this area of Ghent is so much attracted by the Saladin knights. 




Dampoort (Crossroads to Antwerp, Terneuzen (Holland) and Destelbergen 




Dampoort (beginning Port of Ghent) 
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We will, finally, soon visit the ruins of St. Bavo Abbey where the Saladin 
knights, the Undead, "Those Who Have Risen" are located and feasting because 
their task in Ghent has come to a good end, the Red Skinheads are active. 
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The Saladin skinhead of Ghent, we may rightly say stands somewhere 
inside a public building at the Rabot in Ghent somewhere around the 
Protestant Evangelical Church and Wondelgemstraat. It is in fact the 
way straight on to go to Dampoort, but before that we have the 
Tolhuislaan where we will be following a box match with the young 
Ghent boxer Junior Bauwens. 
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The "Rabot" (monument) at the Begijnhoflaan, near the Wondelgemstraat, on 

the way to Dampoort. 




Near the "Rabot" a very old church, the Reformed Church, also called the 
"Evangelische Kerk" as announced at the door. There is another Protestant 
Church at the Brabantdam, and an Evangelical Reformed Church (modern 
building behind houses) at Gordunakaai, 86. The first two denominations have 
liberal views, and the third one has fundamentalist views. They believe that 
every word and letter of the Bible is God's Word, and is the Truth. A liberal 
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Protestant Church believes that God's Word is in the Bible, a more acceptable 
view. A question, "where is God's Word to be found in the Bible, and who can 
confirm?" Conclusion: "Man is the creator of God, deities and religions. That 
means that God is not the creator of the universe and humanity. There is no such 
Almighty Power, nor is there life after death. Only man is superior. In this 
scientific age religions are completely outdated. However, every human being is 
totally free and can choose for himself. No one is allowed to intervene in 
another's views and beliefs. I am an Anarchist and I only believe in freedom. 
The individual, you and I, is the true reality in life. A cosmos in himself, he does 
not exist for the State, nor for that abstraction called "society," or the "nation," 
which is only a collection of individuals. Man, the individual, has always been 
and, necessarily is the sole source and motive power of evolution and progress. 
Human thought has always been falsified by tradition and custom, and perverted 
false education in the interests of those who held power and enjoyed privileges. 




The Orthodox Church near to Begijnhoflaan en the Rabot 
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The background is graffiti on city bunkers (electricity cabins) at the 
end of Opgeeistenlaan, near Pleazante Vest. The artwork is in lighter 
and darker blue, with some yellow. You will soon notice another 
skinhead also sitting there drunken, but on their way to the Sports Hall 
around Tolhuislaan, and on their way to Saint Bavo Abbey to meet the 
Saladin knight, the Undead, "Those Who Have Risen." 
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Factory in ruin at Opgeeistenlaan (nearer the Rabot) 
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The German skinhead is having a rest too at the Opgeeistenlaan 
before returning to the July Festival at St. Jacobs, and finally reach the 
great gathering at St. Bavo Abbey where skinheads and punks will 
meet the Saladin Knights wandering there, invisible ones, the Undead, 
"Those Who Have Risen" from the Crusades. 
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Soon the Saladin knights, the Undead, "Those Who have Risen", 
normally located in the Castle of the Counts, very soon from now they 
are having their General Council in the ruins of St. Bavo Abbey, here 
are two of the many guardians and watchers all around protecting the 
domain , like at the time of the Crusades. They are the skinheads and 
punks of all ages representing Anarchism in the New Age. 
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The three guys are slowly on their way to the St. Bavo Abbey. They 
are very much amusing. They feel the hot, flushing attraction which 
every man is supposed to feel for the other. Seemingly, the male 
physique has a fascination for them, and a fondness for the female 
physique. So, it should be. Remember: "There is nothing of me that is 
alone and absolute except my mind, and we find out that the mind has 
no existence by itself, it is only the glitter of the sun on the surface of 
the waters. Individualism is really a mirage, an illusion. One is part of 
a great whole of which no one escapes. 
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They have now arrived at St. Bavo Abbey to meet the Saladin knights, 
the Undead, "Those Who have Risen". They are all skinheads young 
and older, and even a skinhead girl on the balcony. The punks are on 
their way. They ignore how the Saladin knights will manifest 
themselves. Will they be seen in the air or on the ground or both in the 
air and on the ground. That is going to be a surprise. Where are the 
Punks? 
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These Anarchy punks have preferred the green scenery in the beautiful 
garden around the abbey, where they are free to play music in honour 
of the Saladin knights, and as such they remember the late seventies 
when their musical movement really began. At that time Punk Rock 
was born out of a reaction against established political and musical 
authorities. Removing the bombast of popular rock at the time, punk 
disregarded the traditional rules that governed musical success. This 
small group of Punks plays top-rated punk rock music at this very 
special gathering. 
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Beautiful garden at St. Bavo Abbey (in mine). This is the place where Skinheads 
and Punks are watching the Saladin Knights (the Undead), "Those Who Have 
Risen". 
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Sultan Saladin and his knights 

Historical research by Philippe L. De Coster, B.Th., D.D. 

Our story is almost drawing to its end with the appearance of the Saladin knights 
in the air. This one is already with his feet on the ground, in the nearness of two 
fortunate youngsters behind the flag of Flanders with the roaring lion showing 
its red claws. Let us briefly recapitulate the origin of Sultan Saladin and his 
knights. 

The two greatest warriors of the Crusades were Richard the Lionheart of 
England and Salah ad-DTn (modernized as "Saladin"), the Sultan of Egypt and 
Syria. For two years, Richard had tried to capture the city of Acre (Akka), but 
the city had held out while Sultan Saladin attacked Richard from behind. 
Finally, Acre surrendered, but Richard's men were too tired to continue fighting 
Saladin. The time had come for them to meet face-to-face. Sultan Saladin bowed 
low and presented Richard with his favorite jewel: a giant opal called the Star of 
Saladin. "For my worthy opponent," he said. Richard thanked Saladin for the 
gift, and they signed a treaty which ended the fighting. Soon, Richard set out for 
England, but the opal was stolen from him during the journey. 
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The Assassins 



We know too well now that the astonishing perspicacity and tenacity Ibn al- 
Khashab of Aleppo, the Judge, not only saved the city Aleppo in Syria from 
occupation, but also contributed more than anything else to preparing the way 
for the great leaders of "jihad" against the invaders during the Crusades. 
However, the "qadi" would not leave to see these events. One day in the 
summer of 1125, as he was leaving the great mosque of the Aleppo after the 
midday prayer, a man disguised as an ascetic leapt upon him and sunk a dagger 
into his chest. It was an act of revenge by the Assassins, Ibn al-Khashab had 
been the sect's most intransigent opponent, has spilled buckets of its adherents' 
blood, and had never repented of his actions. He must have know that some day 
he would pay with his life. For a third of a century, no enemy of the Assassins 
had ever managed to elude them. 

This sect, the most terrifying every seen, had been founded in 1090 (C.E) by a 
man of immense culture, a devotee of poetry profoundly interested in the latest 
advances of science. Hasan ibn al-Sabbah was born around 1048 in the city of 
Rayy, close by the site where the town of Tehran would be founded a dozen 
years later. Was he really, as legend claims, an inseparable companion of the 
young poet Omar Khayyam, himself a devotee of mathematics and astronomy? 
It is not known with certainty. On the other hand, the circumstances that led this 
brilliant man to dedicate his life to organising this sect are known in detail. 

At this time of Hasan's birth, the Shi'i doctrine, to which he adhered, was 
dominant in Muslim Asia. Syria belonged to the Fatamids of Egypt, and another 
Shi'i dynasty, the Buwayhids, controlled Persia and dictated orders at will to the 
Abbasid caliph in Baghdad itself. During Hasan's youth, however, the situation 
was radically reversed. The Seljuks, upholders of Sunni orthodoxy, took control 
of the entire region. Shi'ism, triumphant only a short time before, was now only 
barely tolerated, often persecuted, doctrine. 

Never had the threat represented by the Assassins been so serious. They were no 
longer simply pests, but had become a plague torturing the Arab world at a time 
when all its energies were required to confront the Frankish occupation. 
Moreover, the skein of killings was not yet fully unraveled. A few months after 
the death of al-Borsoki, his son, who succeeded him, was in turn assassinated. 
Four rival emirs then contented for power in Aleppo, and Ibn al-Khashab was no 
longer on the scene to maintain a minimum of cohesion. In autumn 1 127, as the 
city sank into anarchy, the young son of the great Bohemund, a huge blond man 
of eighteen who had just arrived from his homeland to take possession of this 
familial heritage. He bore his father's first name and also possessed his 
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impetuous character. The Aleppans lost no time in paying tribute to him, and the 
most defeatist already saw him as the future conqueror of their city. 

Sultan Saladin 

Saladin, Arabic in full Salah al-DIn Yusuf ibn Ayyub ("Righteousness of the 
Faith, Joseph, Son of Job"), also called al-Malik al-Nasir Salah al-DIn Yusuf I 
(born 1137/38, TikrTt, Mesopotamia [now in Iraq] — died March 4, 
1193, Damascus [now in Syria]), Muslim Sultan of Egypt, Syria, Yemen, and 
Palestine, founder of the Ayyubid dynasty, and the most famous of Muslim 
heroes. In wars against the Christian Crusaders, he achieved great success with 
the capture of Jerusalem (October 2, 1187), ending its nearly nine decades of 
occupation by the Franks. 

Saladin was born into a prominent Kurdish family. On the night of his birth, his 
father, Najm al-DIn Ayyub, gathered his family and moved to Aleppo, there 
entering the service of Tmad al-DIn ZangI ibn Aq Sonqur, the powerful Turkish 
governor in northern Syria. Growing up in Ba'lbek and Damascus, Saladin was 
apparently an undistinguished youth, with a greater taste for religious studies 
than military training. 

Sultan Saladin' s position was further enhanced when, in 1171, he abolished the 
weak and unpopular Shl ite Fatimid caliphate, proclaiming a return to Sunni 
Islam in Egypt. Although he remained for a time theoretically a vassal of Nur al- 
DIn, that relationship ended with the Syrian emir's death in 1 174. Using his rich 
agricultural possessions in Egypt as a financial base, Saladin soon moved into 
Syria with a small but strictly disciplined army to claim the regency on behalf of 
the young son of his former suzerain. Soon, however, he abandoned this claim, 
and from 1174 until 1186 he zealously pursued a goal of uniting, under his own 
standard, all the Muslim territories of Syria, northern Mesopotamia, Palestine, 
and Egypt. This he accomplished by skillful diplomacy backed when necessary 
by the swift and resolute use of military force. Gradually his reputation grew as 
a generous and virtuous but firm ruler, devoid of pretense, licentiousness, and 
cruelty. In contrast to the bitter dissension and intense rivalry that had up to then 
hampered the Muslims in their resistance to the Crusaders, Saladin's singleness 
of purpose induced them to rearm both physically and spiritually. 

Sultan Saladin's every act was inspired by an intense and unwavering devotion 
to the idea of jihad, or holy war. It was an essential part of his policy to 
encourage the growth and spread of Muslim religious institutions. He courted 
their scholars and preachers, founded colleges and mosques for their use, and 
commissioned them to write edifying works, especially on the jihad itself. 
Through moral regeneration, which was a genuine part of his own way of life, 
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he tried to re-create in his own realm some of the same zeal and enthusiasm that 
had proved so valuable to the first generations of Muslims when, five centuries 
before, they had conquered half the known world 

Sultan Saladin also succeeded in turning the military balance of power in his 
favour — more by uniting and disciplining a great number of unruly forces than 
by employing new or improved military techniques. When at last, in 1187, he 
was able to throw his full strength into the struggle with the Latin Crusader 
kingdoms, his armies were their equals. On July 4, 1187, aided by his own 
military good sense and by a phenomenal lack of it on the part of his enemy, 
Saladin trapped and destroyed in one blow an exhausted and thirst-crazed army 
of Crusaders at Hattln, near Tiberias in northern Palestine. So great were the 
losses in the ranks of the Crusaders in this one battle that the Muslims were 
quickly able to overrun nearly the entire Kingdom of Jerusalem. Acre, Toron, 
Beirut, Sidon, Nazareth, Caesarea, Nablus, Jaffa (Yafo), and Ascalon 
(Ashqelon) fell within three months. But Saladin' s crowning achievement and 
the most disastrous blow to the whole Crusading movement came on October 2, 
1187, when the city of Jerusalem, holy to both Muslim and Christian alike, 
surrendered to Saladin's army after 88 years in the hands of the Franks. Saladin 
planned to avenge the slaughter of Muslims in Jerusalem in 1099 by killing all 
Christians in the city, but he agreed to let them purchase their freedom provided 
that the Christian defenders left the Muslim inhabitants unmolested. 

His sudden success, which in 1189 saw the Crusaders reduced to the occupation 
of only three cities, was, however, marred by his failure to capture Tyre, an 
almost impregnable coastal fortress to which the scattered Christian survivors of 
the recent battles flocked. It was to be the rallying point of the Latin 
counterattack. Most probably, Saladin did not anticipate the European reaction 
to his capture of Jerusalem, an event that deeply shocked the West and to which 
it responded with a new call for a Crusade. In addition to many great nobles and 
famous knights, this Crusade, the third, brought the kings of three countries into 
the struggle. The magnitude of the Christian effort and the lasting impression it 
made on contemporaries gave the name of Saladin, as their gallant and 
chivalrous enemy, an added lustre that his military victories alone could never 
confer on him. 

The Crusade itself was long and exhausting, despite the obvious, though at times 
impulsive, military genius of Richard I (the Lion-Heart). Therein lies the 
greatest — but often unrecognized — achievement of Saladin. With tired and 
unwilling feudal levies, committed to fight only a limited season each year, his 
indomitable will enabled him to fight the greatest champions of Christendom to 
a draw. The Crusaders retained little more than a precarious foothold on the 
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Levantine coast, and when King Richard left the Middle East, in October 1192, 
the battle was over. Saladin withdrew to his capital at Damascus. 

Soon the long campaigning seasons and the endless hours in the saddle caught 
up with him, and he died. While his relatives were already scrambling for pieces 
of the empire, his friends found that the most powerful and most generous ruler 
in the Muslim world had not left enough money to pay for his grave. Saladin 's 
family continued to rule over Egypt and neighbouring lands as the Ayyubid 
dynasty, which succumbed to the Mamluk dynasty in 1250. 

Sultan Saladin, a just warrior 

Sultan Saladin, as we already know, was renowned for his knightly virtues 
which matched those of Richard the Lionheart. When Richard the Lionheart was 
sick with a fever, Sultan Saladin, knowing that he was poorly supplied with 
delicacies, sent him a gift of the choicest fruits of the land. On another occasion, 
when Richard's horse had been killed in battle, Saladin sent a fine Arabian steed 
as a present for his rival. For two years Richard the Lionheart and Saladin were 
involved in almost daily combat in the crusaders attempts to capture Jerusalem 
from the Muslims. 

After capturing Jerusalem, Sultan Saladin signed an agreement saving 
Christians. He spared the lives of many Christians, and he also guaranteed their 
safe departure along with their property and belongings. Part of the condition of 
the surrender of Jerusalem, was that each Christian pays her or his ransom. 
Thousands of Christians were women, who were unable to pay the ransom. To 
save them from slavery, Sultan Saladin and his brother paid the ransom out of 
their own pockets. Sultan Saladin' s chivalrous qualities are evident by sparing 
the Christians and paying their ransom. Sultan Saladin set an example of 
tolerance, progressive, and inclusive faith. He showed restraint and peaceful 
treatment, upholding freedom of religion and protection of non-Muslims. 

Richard the Lionheart remained for longer in the Holy Land than the other 
leaders of the Crusades. King Richard the Lionheart and Sultan Saladin finally 
concluded a truce by the terms of which Christians were permitted to visit 
Jerusalem without paying tribute, that they should have free access to the holy 
places, and remain in undisturbed possession of the coast from Jaffa to Tyre. 
King Richard the Lionheart then set sail for England, and with his departure 
from the Holy Land the Third Crusade came to an end, leaving Jerusalem still in 
the possession of Sultan Saladin, his knights and the Muslims. 

© June 2014 - Philippe L. De Coster, Ghent, Belgium. 



163 



Finally, the Saladin knights, the Undead, "Those Who Have Risen" are now 
manifesting themselves some on Abbey's grounds, like the knight and the 
neophyte starring in the air, while other knights are flying in the air, dressed and 
armed according to their ranks. Their task is now accomplished in Ghent and 
Flanders retiring among the Undead, keeping a watching eye on the City of 
Ghent and Flanders. They are immensely satisfied about the election of the 
Mayor Daniel Termotte, fully representing the Saladin Knights. Mayor Termotte 
is known as the world's best Mayor. They also trust the skinheads and punks 
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furthering Anarchism away from any religion beliefs, and caring and protecting 
the working class. 




Daniel Termotte, Mayor of Ghent, most loved and the best mayor world-wide. 
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Book Review for Psychic Development 



Michelle Belanger is greatly recommended (to buy see Amazon) 
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